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The  Opening  Ceremony  in  the  Alberta  Legislature 

By  NORMAN  F.  PRIESTLEY 


Another  opening*  of  the  Provincial 
Legislature  of  Alberta  has  passed  into 
history.  The  scribe  hastens  to  embody 
the  scene  in  words  before  memory  dims 
and  its  details  fade. 

Within  the  dome-crowned  pile  of  buff 
colored  sandstone,  digged  from  the 
quarries  of  the  Bow  Valley,  whose 
architecture  links  us  with  hoary  anti- 
quity through  the  artistic  genius  of  the 
Renaissance  and  the  more  chaste  styles 
of  Roman  and  Greek,  a  crowd  of  people 
throng,'  many  of  whom  do  not  recall  that 
but  two  decades  ago  there  was  removed 
from  the  site  the  log  palisading  and 
walls  of  a  primitive  fort,  within  which  a 
handful  of  white  men  less  than  a  genera- 
tion before  had  done  business  with  Cree 
and  Stoney  and  Blackfoot  from  north  and 
south  of  the  big  Saskatchewan.  Atten- 
tion for  the  moment  focuses  upon  the 
scene  inside. 

*  *  * 

When,  at  a  few  minutes  to  3  o'clock 
on  Thursday,  January  31st,  the  sergeant- 
at-arms  deposited  the  mace  on  the 
table  of  the  Chamber,  all  members  were 
in  their  seats  though  not  in  their  usual 
places.  The  arcs  of  the  Government 
desks  on  the  right,  and  the  groups  of 
Liberal,  Labor  and  Conservative  desks 
on  the  left,  were  straightened  into  rows 
and  pushed  towards  the  sides  of  the 
chamber  to  make  room  for  seats  occupied 
by  a  galaxy  of  judges,  lawyers,  and  other 
professional  men,  men  of  business  and 
leisure,  and  their  wives,  quite  a  gathering 
of  notables,  with  the  fairer  sex  greatly 
in  the  majority. 

The  public  galleries  on  either  side, 
the  speaker's  gallery  on  the  north  and 
the  press  gallery  on  the  south  were 
filled  with  interested  spectators  of  the 
ancient  British  ceremony. 

Outside  the  chamber  preparations  were 
afoot  for  the  first  scene  in  the  pageantry 
of  state. 

At  the  foot  of  the  grand  staircase, 
with  its  dark  red  ribbon  of  carpet  running 
through  the  centre  of  its  grey  marble 
steps,  were  drawn  up  in  two  ranks  two 
platoons  of  the  Officers  Training  Corps 
of  the  University  of  Alberta,  not  the 
colorful  lines  of  pre-war  days,  but  four 
grim  ranks  of  youth  in  khaki  great- 
coats, loose  fitting,  many  shaded,  web 
belted,  their  black  fur  caps  and  over- 
shoes distinguishing  them  but  little 
from  the  soldiery  of  a  dozen  years  ago. 
Overhead  from  the  balconies  of  the 
dome  hung  the  colors  of  many  regiments 
brought  back  from  the  war.  Immedi- 
ately above  the  band  of  seventeen  men 
was  a  banner  carrying  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  maple  leaves,  indicating  the 
number  of  men  and  women  of  the  civil 
service  of  Alberta  who  were  involved  in 
that  conflict. 

*  *  * 

The  doors  of  the  building  are  flung 
wide.  There  is  a  sharp  word  of  command. 
One  hundred  khaki  clad  figures  snap 
heels  together  and  slope  arms.  Mounting 
the  entrance  stairs  appears  a  be-spurred 
ofhcer  in  blue  unifrom,  his  identity  sub- 
merged beneath  a  huge  fur  busby.  He 
is  foil,  wed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
in  a  blue  military  greatcoat,  wearing 
a  white  plumed  cockade.  Above  the 
subdued  whispering  of  the  corridors 
there  rings  the  command  "nresent  arms"; 
and,  as  the  bayonet  ted  rifles  descend  to 


the  accompaniment  of  three  smart  slaps 
on  the  butt  and  stock,  and  rap  upon 
the  tiles,  there  blare  forth  the  first  three 
lines  of  God  Save  the  King.  The  guard 
is  brought  back  to  "the  slope";  and  the 
Governor  goes  through  their  opened 
ranks  on  a  brief  tour  of  insnection, 
preceded  and  followed  by  officers  of 
many  ranks  in  various  dress  uniforms. 

"The  official  party  mounts  the  grand 
staircase;  and  there  is  an  interval  of 
waiting  while  in  an  adjoining  suite  the 
new  member  for  Medicine  Hat  is  sworn 
in.  Then  comes  the  supreme  moment 
of  the  year  for  the  sergeant-at-arms  of 
the  Assembly,  when  he  announces  the 
vice-royal  presence  and  the  chamber 
rises  to  its  feet;  while  the  Governor, 
now  resplendent  in  gold-braided  uniform, 
marches  down  the  aisle  to  the  throne 
chair  and  is  seated.  The  ponderous 
mace  is  taken  from  the  table,  lifted 
to  the  shoulder  by  the  sergeant-at-arms, 
who  mounts  to  a  position  near  the  royal 
seat,  all  the  House  standing  while  the 
Governor  from  a  printed  sheet,  enclosed 
within  a  ribbon  bound  inscribed  vellum, 
reads  the  "Speech  from  the  Throne." 

With  the  invocation  of  Divine  blessing 
upon  the  proceedings  the  speech  closes. 
The  Governor  rises,  his  aide  having  re- 
ceived the  bulky  leaves,  and  retires  from 
the  chamber.  "The  mace  is  again  deposited 
on  the  table  of  the  Legislature.  The 
assemblage  is  seated";  and  all  is  ready 
for  the  business  of  making  laws  "in  the 
best   interests    of   the    general  welfare 

and  progress  of  the  Province." 

*    *  * 

It  is  a  colorful  scene,  undoubtedly 
something  more  than  mere  pageantry. 


It  is  well  that  men  should  take  time 
to  be  im'-iressed  with  the  dignity  jyid 
responsibility  of  a  high  elective  offfce. 

The  military  accompaniments  give 
the  spectator,  who  cannot  forget  the 
war,  much  ground  for  reflection.  It  is 
strange  that  this  high  functioning  of  the 
human  mind,  these  deliberations  of  men 
selected  by  the  people  for  their  wisdom  to 
intelligently  guide  and  control  the  great 
ends  of  state,  should  commence  with 
a  display  of  death  dealing  wea-ni^S, 
reminders  of  those  grim  horrors  of  aiew 
years  ago  and  of  the  yet  ever  present 
threat  of  war.  Truly,  it  is  hard  to  shake 
off  "the  dead  hand  ot  the  past."  Perhans 
sometime  some  progressive  state  will 
find  a  way,  and  take  it,  whereby  the 
greatness  of  days  and  men  that  are 
gone  will  be  remembered;  but  whereby 
the  pageantry  that  is  necessary  to  visualize 
that  greatness  will  have  to  do  with  life 
rather  than  death,  with  happiness  rather 
than  tragedy. 

 o  

A  CHINESE  STORY 

A  Chinese  story  tells  how  a  very 
stingy  man  took  a  paltry  sum  of  money 
to  an  artist,  who  always  exacted  pay- 
ment in  advance,  and  asked  him  to 
paint  a  portrait. 

The  artist  at  once  complied  with  the 
request,  but  when  the  portrait  was  fin- 
ished nothing  was  visible  save  the  back 
of  the  sitter's  head. 

"What  does  this  mean?"  cried  the  sitter . 
indignantlj'. 

"Well,"  replied  the  artist,  "I  thought 
a  man  who  paid  so  little  as  you  did 
wouldn't  care  to  show  his  face!" — Art 
Journal. 


World-famed  Authority  on  Co-operation 

to  Speak  on  Radio  on  February  21st 

Dates  Announced  of  Series  of  Lectures  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Warbasae— Open  to  All  People  of 
Alberta  Who  Wish  to  Attend 

Dr.  James  P.  Warbasse,  President  of  the  Co-operative  League  of  the  United  States, 
a  member  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  and 
author  of  "Co-operative  Democracj;,"  one  of  the  most  famous  works  on  the  philosophy 
of  the  co-operative  movement,  will  deliver  a  series  of  lectures  in  Alberta  from 
February  19th  and  27th  inclusive.  All  the  lectures  will  be  open  to  anyone  interested, 
equally  with  the  students  at  the  University  and  the  schools  of  agriculture,  where  the 
lectures  will  be  held. 

Particular  attention  is  drawn  to  the  radio  lecture  to  be  given  by  Dr.  Warbasse 
from  the  University  station,  CKUA,  at  9:15  p.m.  on  Thursday  evening,  February  2l8t. 
Readers  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  lectures  themselves,  but  have  radio  sets  in 
their  homes,  will  find  it  well  worth  while  to  listen  in  on  the  lecture  by  this  famous 
leader  in  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  Itinerary 

Dr.  Warbasse's  itinerary  is  as  follows: 

Tuesday,  February   19th,  Afternoon — Vermilion  Agricultural  School. 

Wednesday,  February  20th,   Morning— Vermilion  Agricultural  School. 

Thursday,  February  21st,  Morning— University  of  Alberta. 

Thursday,  February  21st,  Evening— Radio  CKUA,  University  of  Alberta,  9:15  p.m. 

Friday,  February  22nd,  Afternoon — Olds  Agricultural  School. 

Monday,  February  25th,  Morning— Claresholm  Agricultural  School. 

Wednesday,  February  27th,  Afternoon — Raymond  Agricultural  School. 

The  dates  for  the  lectures  at  Olds,  Claresholm  and  Raymond  are  subject  to  change, 
though  is  it  not  anticiiiated  that  any  change  will  be  necessary.  Farmers  driving  in 
from  the  country  should  telei  hone  the  principal  at  the  school  before  leaving  to  be 
sure  that  there  has  been  no  change. 
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EDITORIAL 

A  DECISION  OF  CONTINENTAL  IMPORTANCE 

When  the  delegates  to  the  Annual  Convention  of 
the  U.F.A.  calle<i  for  "certain  and  determined  action" 
to  develop  the  power  resources  of  Alberta  as  a  Prov- 
vincially  owned  utihty,  and  did  so  by  unanimous  vote, 
they  struck  a  blow  for  pubhc  ownership  not  only  in  Al- 
berta, but  throughout  Canada  and  throughout  the 
continent.  They  gave  encouragement  to  those  who  are 
fighting  elsewhere  against  power  trust  encroachment, 
and  they  robbed  the  power  trust  propaganda  in  other 
part  of  the  Dominion  of  much  of  its  force. 

Such  at  least  is  the  opinion  of  the  Winnipeg  Tribune, 
expressed  in  a  recent  editorial.  "The  fact  that  a  power- 
ful utihty  corporation  financed  by  Eastern  capital  has 
been  picking  up  franchises  in  Alberta,  and  spreading  its 
lines  rapidly  over  the  Province,"  states  the  Tribune, 
"has  been  made  the  basis  of  several  newspaper  and 
magazine  articles  put  out  as  propaganda  by  the  power 
trust."  Alberta  has  been  cited  in  Eastern  Canada,  this 
paper  points  out,  "as  offeiing  proof  that  public  owner- 
ship sentiment  is  on  the  wane."  The  decision  of  the 
U.F.A.  Convention,  however,  and  the  enthusiasm  dis- 
played by  the  delegates  in  support  of  public  ownership, 
has  changed  all  that. 

Certainly,  no  one  who  attended  the  Convention 
and  heard  the  debates,  could  honestly  suggest  for  a 
moment  that  "pubhc  ownership  sentiment  is  on  the 
wane,"  in  this  Province.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  those  who  constitute  the  most  powerful  influence 
in  the  pohtical  and  economic  hfe  of  Alberta  are  of  x>ne 
mind  on  this  question.  Among  the  rural  people  there 
■  has  never  been  greatei  determination  to  see  that  our 
resoiu-ces  in  this  important  natural  monopoly  shall  not  be 
ahenated,  than  there  is  today.  And  it  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  the  action  of  Alberta  farmers  has  given 


hope  and  encouragement  to  pubhc  spirited  citizens 
elsewhere,  in  their  fight  for  the  preservation  of  control 
and  ownership  of  the  sources  of  electrical  energy  and 
its  distribution  lines,  in  the  hands  of  pubhc  authorities. 

•  *    *  * 

Both  U.F.A.  and  Labor  Conventions  recently 
held  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  development 
of  Alberta's  resources  in  electrical  energy  as  a  pubhc 
utility.  These  two  groups  represent  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  of  Alberta.  In  Edmonton,  where  pubhc 
ownership  was  the  chief  issue  in  a  recent  municipal 
election,  the  Labor  forces  won  a  spectacular  victory. 
In  the  Alberta  Legislature  the  Labor  speakers  in  the 
debate  on  the  address  have  delivered  forceful  and  un- 
equivocal speeches  in  support  of  public  ownership. 
Mr.  Shaw  as  leader  of  the  Liberal  party  in  Alberta  has 
so  far  failed  to  express  himself  definitely  upon  this 
subject — for  or  against— nor  have  the  Conservatives 
declared  their  views  on  the  power  issue. 

Unanimity  in  the  Assembly  and  throughout  the 
Province  is  desirable,  but  it  is  certain  that  so  far  as  the 
rural  districts  are  concerned,  and  if  Edmonton  is  any 
criterion,  the  cities  as  well,  the  electorate  will  demand 
in  the  future  very  firm  adherence  to  public  ownership 
of  electrical  energy  in  all  their  representatives. 

*    *  * 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  SCHOOL  ACT 

Will  the  proposed  new  School  Act  serve  to  raise 
the  standards  of  rural  education,  and  provide  for  its 
financing  in  an  equitable  manner?  Will  the  benefits  to 
be  deiived  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure  make  its 
adoption  worth  while,  and  will  the  cost  be  such  as  the 
taxpayer  can  afford? 

Upon  the  answers  to  these  questions  propounded 
by  Perren  Baker  will  depend  the  attitude  which  the 
rural  people  of  Alberta,  particularly  those  who  are  most 
ambitious  to  give  their  children  the  advantage  of  a 
favorable  start  in  hfe,  will  assume  to  the  proposals 
which  Mr.  Baker,  with  courage  born  of  conviction, 
is  championing  today  at  every  opportunity.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  the  support  of  a  great  body  of  progressive 
opinion.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  provision 
of  a  uniform  assessment  will  be  a  step  in  the  desired 
direction.  The  more  the  proposals  as  a  whole  are  con- 
sidered, the  more  support  thej^  seem  to  win. 

Mr.  Baker's  plan  involves  a  distinct  departure 
from  the  present  method  of  appointing  and  paying 
teachers.  It  is  fitting,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  sub- 
jected to  the  most  careful  scrutiny,  that  the  rural 
pubhc  should  consider  it  in  all  its  bearings,  and  that 
it  should  meet  with  the  approval  of  at  least  a  sub- 
stantial majority  of  those  concerned.  Before  it  can 
be  fully  accepted,  it  will  be  necessary  to  overcome  the 

(Continviixl  on  page  12) 
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Third  Session  of  Sixth  Alberta  Legislature 
Opens — ^Speech  From  Throne 
Outlines  Heavy  Program 

Old  Age  Pensions,  Natural  Resources,  Amendment  to  Scbool  Law,  Railways  Legislation,  Among  Matters  to  Come  Be- 
fore Assembly 


Pomp  and  Ceremony 
Mark  Opening  Day 

Little  Change  from  Former  Years— New 
Member  Is  Introduced 

THURSDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  Jan.  31.— Once  again 
with  due  pomp  and  ceremony  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  Alberta 
assembled  in  their  council  chamber  have 
been  welcomed  to  their  duties  by  the 
appointed  representative  of  His  Majesty 
the  King.  His  Honor  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor Egbert,  after  the  usual  survey  of 
conditions  in  the  Province  and  formal 
outline  of  the  main  items  of  legislation 
proposed  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
left  the  members  "to  the  business  of  the 
session  with  full  confidence  that  they 
will  faithfully  discharge  their  duties  and 
responsibilities  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  general  welfare  and  progress  of  the 
ProMnce." 

The  ceremony  differed  but  little  from 
that  of  previous  years,  the  only  unusual 
features  being  the  formal  introduction 
of  the  new  member  of  the  Legislature, 
Hector  Lang  of  Medicine  Hat;  and  the 
bringing  into  the  rotunda  of  the  guard 
of  honor,  on  account  of  the  sub-zero 
weather.  Notwithstanding  the  cold  there 
was  the  usual  brilliant  gathering  of  people 
of  note  on  the  floor  of  the  Assembly,  and 
the  presence  of  galleries  full  of  people 
interested  in  the  occasion. 

The  formal  presentation  by  Premier 
J.  E.  Brownlee  of  a  bill  to  amend  the 
Vehicle  and  Highways  Traffic  Act,  follow- 
ed by  a  motion  that  the  speech  from  the 
throne  be  considered  on  Friday,  also  that 
the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  House 
be  printed  and  that  standing  committees 
be  appointed,  paved  the  way  for  a  motion 
to  adjourn  till  3  o'clock  of  that  day. 


SPEECH  FROM  THE  THRONE 


The  Speech  from  the  Throne  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly:  - 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  welcome  you 
to  the  Third  Session  of  the  Sixth  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Al- 
berta. 

The  people  of  this  Province  have 
shared  the  anxiety  of  the  peoples  of  the 
Empire  during  the  recent  serious  illness 
of  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Fifth. 
They  rejoice  at  the  progress  he  has 
made  towards  recovery  and  earnestly 
trust  that  he  will  soon  be  restored  to 
health  and  strength. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  the  steady 
improvement  in  economic  conditions 
throughout  the  Province  generally.  The 


STAFF  CORRESPONDENCE 

demand  for  labor  has  exceeded  that  of 
any  previous  year,  while  there  has 
been  a  substantial  development  along 
industrial  lines.  The  present  indications 
are  such  as  to  warrant  a  confident  be- 
lief in  the  continuation  of  sound  and 
profitable  expansion  of  industrial  and 
mercantile  undertakings,  accompanied 
by  an  improvement  in  subsidiary  busi- 
nesses, trades  and  professions. 

Value  of  Farm  Produce 

Notwithstanding  the  serious  damage 
occasioned  by  frost  and  the  lower  price 
level  prevailing  for  our  principal  agri- 
cultural product,  the  produce  of  the 
farm  for  the  past  year  is  estimated  to 
yield  a  sum  S30,000,000  in  excess  of  the 
average  return  for  the  past  decade. 
The  Province's  reputation  as  a  country 
where  high  standard  grain  and  stock 
can  be  produced  has  been  enchanced  by 
the  continued  success  of  Alberta  ex- 
hibitors at  the  Toronto  Royal  Show  and 
the  Chicago  International  Show.  The 
encouragement  of  the  use  of  good  seed, 
of  the  improvement  in  methods  of  culti- 
vation and  of  the  adoption  of  adequate 
methods  of  dealing  with  noxious  weeds 
is  being  actively  promoted  by  my 
Government. 

The  coal-mining  industry  of  the  Pro- 
vince continues  to  make  substantial 
progress,  the  production  of  coal  in  1928 
exceeding  that  of  any  previous  year. 
The  endeavour  to  obtain  the  Ontario 
market  for.  Alberta  coal  is  now  in  the 
second  of  the  three  years  during  which 
coal  may  be  moved  east  at  the  special 
rate.  Last  year  initial  difficulties  were 
encountered  which  impeded  the  move- 
ment, and  it  was  found  that  the  time 
for  shipments  at  the  special  rate  was 
insufficient.  With  the  extension  of 
the  shipping  period  and  the  removal  of 
the  first  difficulties  encountered,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  efforts  of  the  industry 
will  be  successful  in  winning  and  keeping 
a  market  in  Ontario  for  Alberta  coal. 

The  development  of  the  oil  fields  of  the 
Province  indicates  that  this  important 
activity  has  passed  the  experimental 
stage  and  is  well  on  the  way  to  becoming 
an  established  industry. 

Old  Age  Pensions 

In  accordance  with  the  intimation 
given  to  this  House  during  the  last 
Session,  my  Ministers  have  enquired 
and  considered  the  needs  of  the  Province 
in  the  matter  of  Old  Age  Pensions,  as 
well  as  the  problems  involved  in  farming 
and  financing  a  scheme  suited  to  the 
needs  and  circumstances  of  the  Province 
and  in  conformity  with  the  Old  Age 
Pensions  Act  of  the  Dominion.  A  bill 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  Old  Age 
Pensions  will  be  brought  before  you  for 
your  consideration. 

As  a  result  of  negotiations  conducted 
by  my  Ministers  since  the  last  session  an 
agreement  has  been  arrived  at  with  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Itailway  Company 
whereby  that  company  and  the  Canadian 
National   Railways   may  become  joint 


purchasers  of  the  railways  now  operated 
by  the  Government  of  the  Province. 
This  agreement  is  conditional  upon  its 
being  ratified  by  this  house,  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Canada,  and  the  shareholders 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany. Details  of  the  a?r?ement  will 
be  laid  before  you  for  consideration,  to- 
gether with  the  necessary  legislation 
providing  for  its  ratification  and  execu- 
tion. 

Natural  Resources 

During  the  year  negotiations  for  the 
transfer  to  the  Province  of  its  Natural 
Resources  were  continued  by  mv  Ministers 
and  as  a  result  new  proposals  have  been 
made  by  the  Government  of  Canada. 
These  proposals  will  be  submitted  to  you 
in  detail  at  an  early  date  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

With  a  view  to  securing  greater  uni- 
formity and  fairness  in  the  assessment 
of  land  throughout  the  Provin-^e,  it  is 
proposed  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Board  which  will  have  general  control 
over  assessments,  will  hear  appeals,  and 
will  determine  a  fair  assessment  for 
Provincial  purposes.  A  bill  for  this 
purpose  will  be  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 

Substantial  progress  was  made  during 
the  year  in  carrying  forward  the  Pro- 
vincial highway  program.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  gravel  surfacing  had  been 
completed  on  approximately  six  hundred 
miles,  while  an  additional  six  hundred 
miles  had  been  constructed  to  standard 
grade.  It  is  the  opinion  of  my  Ministers 
that  the  growing  highway  needs  of  the 
Province  make  necessary  a  revision  of 
the  existing  classification  of  roads  and 
highways  and  a  bill  will  be  submitted 
for  your  consideration  providing  for  such 
re-classification.  You  will  also  be  asked 
to  make  provision  for  an  increased  pro- 
gram of  highway  construction  for  the 
current  year,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  increased  expenditure  required 
for  such  a  program,  you  will  be  asked 
to  consider  a  bill  to  increase  the  tax  on 
the  consumption  of  gasoline. 

Public  Health 

The  public  health  of  the  community 
continues  to  receive  the  most  careful 
attention  of  my  Ministers,  and  amongst 
other  activities  it  is  proposed  to  supple- 
ment remedial  measures  by  preventive 
and  safeguarding  methods,  by  making 
provision  by  which  district  health  units 
may  be  established.  A  bill  to  amend 
The  Public  Health  Act,  containing  the 
provisions  necessary  for  the  carrying  out 
of  these  proposals,  will  be  placed  before 
you.  The  report  of  the  commission 
appointed  by  my  Government  to  inquire 
into  the  administration  of  the  Mental 
Institutions  of  the  Province  will  be  sub- 
mitted at  an  earlj;  date.  You  will  be 
asked  to  make  provision  for  the  expansion 
of  these  Institutions  as  well  as  for  in- 
creased hospitalization  facihties  generally. 

A  bill  for  the  purpose  of  amending 
and    consolidating    the    school    law  of 
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the  Province  will  be  submitted  for  your 
consideration.  Included  in  the  bill  are 
a  number  of  proposals  designed  to  im- 
prove the  educational  system  of  the 
Province,  particularly  in  the  rural  areas. 

GoTernment  Telephones 

It  is  with  particular  satisfaction  that 
I  refer  to  the  progress  made  by  the 
Alberta  Government  Telephones.  As 
a  result  of  the  operation  of  this  utility, 
sufficient  revenue  was  earned  during 
the  past  year  to  make  it  unnecessary 
to  have  recourse  to  the  subvention  pro- 
vided by  statute,  while  full  provision  has 
been  made  for  depreciation  and  main- 
tenance reserve. 

The  improvement  in  general  conditions 
and  the  consequent  develooment  of  the 
Province,  make  probable  the  institution 
of  many  new  urban  centres  and  the 
substantial  expansion  of  the  centres  now 
existing.  There  is  a  general  realization 
of  the  necessity  for  the  orderly,  convenient 
and  comely  development  of  all  such 
centres  and  for  the  development  of  the 
Province  generally  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  preserve  its  natural  beauty.  A  bill 
will  be  submitted  containing  provisions 
for  this  purpose,  framed  according  to 
modern  practice  and  ideals. 

Northern  Development 

Under  the  authority  conferred  by  The 
Natural  Resources  P.esearch  Act  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  this  house,  arrange- 
ments are  being  made  by  my  Ministers 
for  survey  work  to  be  carried  on  this  year, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  considerably  ad- 
vance the  development  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  Province.  This  program  will 
involve  more  intensive  research  into  the 
problems  presented  by  the  bituminous 
sands,  the  determination  of  the  salt  re- 
sources, soil,  timber  and  mineral  surveys 
with  a  special  survey  into  the  water 
supply  in  certain  districts  adjacent  to 
Peace  River. 

Realizing  the  inadequacy  of  The  Com- 
panies Act  of  this  Province  to  its  com- 
mercial and  industrial  needs,  my  Ministers 
for  some  time  past,  have  had  under  pre- 
paration a  complete  revision  of  the  law 
affecting  joint  stock  companies.  A 
bill  designed  to  meet  present-day  require- 
ments will  be  submitted  for  your  considera- 
tion. 

A  number  of  measures  will  be  brought 
before  you  dealing  with  matters  of  general 
importance,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of 
amending  existing  statutes.  Amongst 
them  will  be  a  bill  to  amend  The  Vehicles 
and  Highway  Traffic  Act,  providing  for 
the  registration  and  licensing  of  all 
drivers  of  motor  vehicles. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  various 
Departments  of  the  Government  will  be 
presented  to  the  house  in  due  course. 

The  public  accounts  of  the  last  fiscal 
year,  and  the  estimates  for  expenditure 
for  the  current  fiscal  year,  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration.  In  the 
preparation  of  the  estimates  due  regard 
has  been  had  to  the  need  for  continued 
economy  with  respect  to  the  public  service 
and  public  works. 

I  leave  you  now  to  the  business  of  the 
session,  with  full  confidence  that  you  will 
faithfully  discharge  your  duties  and 
responsibihties  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  general  welfare  and  progress  of  the 
Province. 

And  I  pray  that  Divine  Providence 
will  guide  and  bless  your  work. 


A  grain  elevator  and  5,000  barrel  per 
day  flour  mill  is  to  be  built  at  Windsor, 
Ontario,  by  a  private  company,  at  a  cost 
of  S3,000,000. 


Hennig  and  G.  W. 
Smith  Move  Address 
in  Reply  to  Speech 

Members  for  Victoria  and  Red  Deer 
Discuss  Alberta's  Problems 

FRIDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  Feb.  1.— Fort  Saskat- 
chewan and  Red  Deer  supplied  the  two 
members  of  the  Assembly  who  todav, 
of  behalf  of  the  Government,  moved  the 
address  in  reply  to  the  speech  from  the 
throne,  in  the  persons  of  Rudolf  Hennig 
of  Victoria  and  G.  W.  Smith  of  Red 
Deer.  Both  speeches  were  ably  delivered 
and  dealt  briefly  with  manv  important 
matters.  Joseph  T.  Shaw  (Liberal  leader) 
adjourned  the  debate. 

When  Speaker  George  Johnston,  of 
Coronation,  read  the  prayers  of  the 
Assembly  at  a  few  minutes  past  three 
o'clock,  Fred  White,  Labor  member 
for  East  Calgary,  was  the  only  member 
at  his  desk  on  the  side  opposite  the 
Government.  Others  filed  in  during 
the  succeeding  period  while  the  Premier 
and  his  Ministers  moved  the  first  reading 
of  some  twenty-three  bills. 

On  the  orders  of  the  day,  the  Premier 
and  other  Ministers  laid  on  the  table 
various  annual  reports,  the  Hon.  George 
Hoadley  announcing  that  some  were 
not  available  owing  to  the  chansring  of 
the  fiscal  year  to  coincide  with  the 
calendar.  In  this  connection  Joseph  T. 
Shaw  asked  when  the  report  of  the  in- 
vestigation of  Ponoka  Asvlum  would 
be  broup-ht  down.  Mr.  Hoadley,  replying, 
stated  that  it  was  not  yet  printed.  C.  Y. 
Weaver,  (Cons.l,  Edmonton,  asked  how 
long  the  report  had  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  and  was  told  in  reply, 
"three  days." 

Hennig  Moves  Address 

In  moving  the  address  in  reply  to  the 
speech  from  the  throne,  Mr.  Hennig 
expressed  pleasure  in  the  partial  re- 
covery of  His  Majesty  the  King;  and 
hoped  for  his  return  to  a  full  measure  of 
health.  He  also  extended  congratula- 
tions to  Hector  Lang,  newly  elected 
member  for  Medicine  Hat  in  succession 
to  the  late  C.  S.  Pingle. 

The  member  then  referred  to  some 
outstanding  cases  of  bravery  and  devo- 
tion to  duty  on  the  part  of  a  number 
of  Albertans  during  this  winter.  He 
also  expressed  gratification  for  the  way 
in  which  the  affairs  of  the  Province  had 
been  handled  during  the  past  year.  He 
held  the  conviction  that  the  surplus 
of  a  little  more  than  $279,000  in  public 
accounts  was  healthy  and  commendable, 
believing  that  larger  surpluses  would 
tend  to  make  the  taxpayer  dissatisfied. 
He  also  commended  the  Premier  and  the 
Minister  of  Railways  for  the  sale  of  the 
northern  railway  lines. 

Mr.  Hennig  then  dealt  at  some  length 
with  the  proposals  of  the  Minister  of 
Education  with  respect  to  the  recon- 
struction of  the  rural  school  system 
of  the  Province.  While  he  believed  that 
the  system  now  in  vogue  had  been  useful 
in  a  pioneer  country,  he  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  time  had  come  for  a 
forward  move.  It  would  eliminate  local 
frictions.  It  would  simplify  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes.  It  would  raise  the  status 
of  teachers  and  greatly  increase  efficiency. 

He  believed  that  it  would  perhaps 
lead  ultimately  to  the  solution  of  the 
problem  of  rural  high  schools;  and  that 
it   would   lend   itself   to   adapting  the 


course  of  studies  to  the  needs  of  par- 
ticular areas. 

The  speaker  deprecated  the  tendency 
to  a  too  great  standardization  of  educa- 
tion; and  deplored  the  practice  of  pushing 
children  through  school  at  a  too  rapid  rate. 
He  believed  that  many  children  were 
by  nature  unfitted  for  advanced  academic 
education.  They  should  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  succeed  along  more  prac- 
tical lines. 

Health  Matters - 

Dealing  with  matters  of  health  the 
member  praised  the  work  of  the  two 
travelling  clinics,  which  in  1928  examined 
10963  children  and  performed  1755 
operations.  He  referred  to  the  building 
of  a  dormitory  at  the  Vermilion  School 
of  Agriculture.  He  dealt  with  the  problem 
of  weeds.  He  expressed  pleasure  at  the 
progress  of  the  Government  telephone 
system;  and  then  dwelt  at  some  length 
on  the  road  policy  of  the  Minister  of 
Public  Works. 

While  agreeing  that  main  roads  are 
necessary,  Mr.  Hennig  argued  that 
farmers  must  have  secondary  and  market 
roads  to  reach  and  use  the  highways. 
He  believed  in  a  pay-as-you-go  policy; 
and  was  convinced  that  maintenance  was 
an  important  problem  now  confronting 
the  Province.  "It  would  be  folly,"  said 
he,  "to  construct  good  roads  and  then 
allow  them  to  go  to  ruin  through  lack 
of  proper  care." 

Toward  the  close  of  his  address  the 
mover  took  a  fling  at  the  immigration 
question.  He  did  not  believe  in  coaxing 
Europeans  into  this  country  to  becomCj 
as  many  must,  victims  of  casual  labor 
conditions.  He  would  give  prospective 
immie-rants  the  full  truth  and  nothing 
but  the  truth,  let  them  come  and  make 
them  welcome;  but  would  "let  them  hoe 
their  own  row." 

After  a  brief  tribute  to  the  work  of  the 
department  of  the  Attorney  General, 
with  particular  commendation  of  the 
branch  devoted  to  neglected  children, 
Mr.  Hennig  spoke  approvingly  of  the 
prospect  of  Old  Age  Pensions;  and  sug- 
gested that  a  poll  tax  or  a  tax  on  all 
incomes  would  bring  into  active  co- 
operation all  who  might  benefit  by  the 
scheme. 

In  conclusion  he  would  suggest  the 
adoption  of  the  slogan  of  the  city  of 
Edmonton  slightly  modified:  "AH  to- 
gether for  Alberta." 

It  is  not  without  significance  that  the 
only  applause  interrupting  the  flow  of  the 
address  was  elicited  from  the  five  Labor 
members  present  on  the  mention  of  the 
proposal  to  provide  Old  Age  Pensions. 
A  hearty  round  of  applause  succeeded 
the  close  of  the  speech. 

G.  W.  Smith  Seconds 

In  seconding  the  address  in  reply  to 
the  speech  from  the  throne,  G.  W.  Smith 
of  Red  Deer  extolled  the  beauty  of  his 
little  city,  spoke  of  its  early  settlement  and 
increasing  prosperity  and  invited  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  to  visit  him 
and  see  for  themselves.  He  cited  a  list  of 
what  were  to  him  the  most  important 
items  of  legislation  forcasted  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne:  ratification  of 
the  sale  of  the  Pro^  incial  railways,  the 
return  of  the  natural  resources,  the  new 
School  Act,  the  Old  Age  Pensions  Bill, 
the  Town  Planning  Act,  the  increase 
of  the  gasoline  tax,  a  practically  new 
Highways  Act,  and  a  program  of  in- 
creased highway  construction. 

Mr.  Smith  complimented  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  sale  of  the  railways  and  took 
occasion  to  remind  the  Assembly  that  one 
member  of  the  opposition  would  have 
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ftiven  them  away  in  the  1926-27  session. 
He  had  heard  a  pood  Conservative  of  his 
constituency  say  that  the  Province  had 
profited  so  greatly  in  the  matter  that 
thev  could  afford  to  give  Premier 
Brownlee  a  life  pension  of  $50,000  a  year. 
They  would  still  be  "ahead  in  the  game." 

The  member  believed  that  the  Pro- 
vince was  just  entering  an  era  of  great 
development  and  it  was  opportune  that 
the  natural  resources  should  be  received 
at  this  time.  He  was  pleased  to  note 
that  a  program  of  intensive  research  of 
the  resources  of  the  Province  was  to  be 
undertaken.  In  this  connection,  Mr. 
Smith  gave  some  comparative  figures 
on  the  production  of  wheat,  showing 
that  Alberta  alone  had  produced  in  1927 
enough  to  supply  the  whole  of  Canada 
with  food  and  seed  nearly  twice  over. 
With  reference  to  the  program  of  high- 
way construction,  Mr.  Smith  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Province  would  ultimate- 
ly come  to  the  same  policy  as  Nova 
Scotia  and  take  over  the  whole  responsi- 
bility for  the  maintenance  of  roads. 

Mr.  Smith  commended  the  Government 
on  its  attention  to  Public  Health  and 
placed  such  services  at  the  top  of  the 
scale  of  importance.  Education,  how- 
ever, came  a  close  second;  and  he  was 
pleased  to  note  that  the  recent  U.F.A. 
Annual  Convention  had  given  its  approval 
of  the  principle  of  the  proposed  new  School 
Act. 

In  closing,  the  member  for  Red  Deer 
gave  a  quotation  of  some  length  from  the 
writing  of  a  southern  editor,  the  gist 
of  which  was  that  while  any  true  and 
lasting  civilization  must  be  based  upon 
material  prosperity,  men  must  have 
leisure  to  develop  in  themselves  a  love 
of  the  true,  the  beautiful  and  the  good. 
Beauty  is  essential.  Justice  is  needful. 
An  educated  people,  a  cultured  people, 
with  high  ideals  and  noble  aspirations, 
were  necessary  to  rightly  equip  and 
develop,  to  possess  and  enjoy  the  vast 
wealth  of  beauty  and  resources  with 
which  the  great  Creator  had  so  lavishly 
endowed  this  Province. 

Before  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 
put.  Premier  Brownlee  suggested  that 
the  leaders  of  the  other  side  canvass  their 
members  over  the  week  end  and  as- 
certain how  many  wished  to  speak  on 
the  debate,  also  on  the  budget  debate 
which  would  follow  a  few  days  later. 
The  Assembly  then  adjourned  till  Mon- 
day afternoon. 


J.  T.  Shaw,  Weaver 
and  Pattinson  Speak 
in  Debate  on  Address 

Labor  Member  Takes  Uncompromising 
Stand  for  Public  Ownership  of  Power 
-Shaw  Moves  -Amendment 

EDMONTON,  Feb.  4.— Like  a  New 
Year's  resolution,  the  forty  minute  rule 
which  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  last 
session,  was  tossed  unceremoniously  into 
what  Joseph  T.  Shaw  might  describe  as 
the  limbo  of  forgotten  things,  on  this, 
the  very  first  day  of  debate.  It  hap- 
pened so  very  suddenly  that  everybody 
was  surprised.  Colonel  Weaver,  after  engag- 
ing the  Government  benches  in  critical 
mood  for  forty  minutes,  wns  drawn  up 
short  by  Speaker  Johnston,  who  reading  the 
rule  itself ,  promi  tly  api  1  ed  the  guillotine. 
The  Colonel,  meeting  this  sudden  Water- 
Ion,  snt  down  much  embarrassed,  nmid  the 


evident  amusement  of  the  Government 
benches.  Lustv  Liberal  reinforcements 
were  rushed  to  his  aid,  and  on  the  motion 
of  J.  1.  Shaw,  seconded  by  L.  A.  Giroux, 
the  Assembly  unanimously  suspended  the 
rule.  Ihus  the  precedent  is  set  for  ever 
and  a  day,  and  legislators  breathe  more 
freely  knowing  that  rules  as  they  devise 
them  are  only  scraps  of  paper. 

Mr.  Joseph  T.  added  the  spice  of  life 
to  the  debate  by  the  introduction  of  a 
Power  amendment.  This  urged  the  neces- 
sity for  a  thorough,  complete  and  com- 
petent investigation  of  the  power  re- 
sources of  the  Province,  followed  by  re- 
commendations as  to  the  most  efficient 
and  economic  means  and  method  of 
development,  distribution  and  utilisation 
thereof,  and  asking  further  that  until 
this  report  is  presented  there  should  be 
no  alienation  by  way  of  lease,  sale  or 
otherwise  of  Provincial  resources. 

Chris.  Pattinson  f Labor),  Edson,  fol- 
lowed the  Liberal  leader.  The  claims  of 
Labor  were  stressed,  particularly  the  pro- 
tection of  the  wages  of  workers  in  the 
coal  and  lumber  industries. 

Hon.  George  Hoadley,  Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  Health,  spoke  for  some 
time  and  adjourned  the  debate.  Nine 
non-contentious  bills  were  given  second 
reading. 

On  the  orders  of  the  day,  George 
Webster,  CLib.)  Calgary,  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Health  about  a  newspaper  report 
stating  that  Herbert  Greenfield  had  been 
wired  by  the  Minister  to  secure  a  number 
of  female  doctors  for  the  Province  in 
England.  Mr.  Hoadley  said  the  report 
was  accurate  in  essence  but  erroneous  in 
detail.  Mr.  Greenfield  had  been  asked 
to  find  out  if  4  or  5  female  doctors  cOuld 
be  secured  for  work  in  "certain  country 
areas  of  Alberta. 

Liberal  Leader's  Attack 

Joseph  T.  Shaw,  Liberal  Leader,  in 
opening  the  opposition  attack,  was  on 
the  whole,  very  moderate.  Compliment- 
ing mover  and  seconder  and  paying 
tribute  to  his  colleague  from  the  West,  he 
criticised  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  as 
being  no  different  from  preceding  years, 
insofar  as  general  terms  relative  to  pros- 
perity in  the  past  and  a  program  of  legis- 
lation for  the  future  were  concerned.  It 
lacked  one  great  essential,  there  was  no 
policy  outlined  with  regard  to  Power. 
This  Province,  he  claimed,  had  failed  to 
keep  in  step  with  other  Provinces  and 
he  made  the  statement  that  we  were  not 
truly  progressive  if  no  provision  was 
made  for  the  adaptation  of  power  to 
industrialisation. 

Mr.  Shaw  complimented  the  Govern- 
ment on  falling  into  line  with  other  parties 
on  the  question  of  Old  Age  Pensions; 
deplored  the  omission  of  any  reference  to 
redistribution;  and  hinted  that  the  offer 
of  the  Dominion  to  police  the  Province 
was  another  good  thing  which  had  passed 
into  the  limbo  of  the  forgotten. 

There  were  four  outstanding  issues. 
First,  the  new  offer  with  regard  to  the 
natural  resources.  The  leader  sneculated 
as  to  whether  the  differences  with  regard 
to  the  school  clause  had  been  ironed  out, 
and  e.xpressed  the  view  that  the  new 
offer  was  immeasurably  superior  to  that 
preceding  it. 

The  Northern  Railways  came  next. 
Mr.  Shaw  refused  to  enthuse  over  the 
new  proposals,  even  if  the  press  of  the 
Province  uttered  a  general  paean  of 
praise.  These  same  papers,  he  reminded 
the  Assembly,  had  urged  sale  at  any 
price,  so  be  was  wary  of  allowing  himself 
to  get  enthusiastic  over  a  proposal  that 


invited  a  loss  of  over  twenty  millioa  dol- 
lars to  the  Province.  Last  year's  state- 
ment had  shown  a  fine  operating  profit, 
and  he  congratulated  the  C.P.R.  for  their 
keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the 
roads.  He  was  grieved  because  he  had 
hoped  for  co-operation  between  the  Do- 
minion and  Provincial  Governments  and 
the  C.N.R.  He  contended  that  these 
roads  had  been  built  under  faulty  coloni- 
zation activities,  and  because  of  that 
advocated  the  taking  over  of  the  lines 
by  "the  People's  Railway."  He  had  a 
tilt  with  the  Premier,  who  queried  if 
immigration  policies  would  be  better  if 
carried  out  by  the  C.N.R.  than  by  the 
C.P.R. 

Attacks  New  School  Plan 

Education  provided  a  fine  field  for  the 
Calgary  member's  rhetoric,  or  whatever 
it  is.  He  wondered  from  what  source  the 
Minister  had  drawn  his  inspiration.  Pre- 
sumably it  was  his  own  thought.  The 
fact  that  the  U.F.A.  had  approved  it 
didn't  faze  J.T.S.  The  U.F.A.  had  re- 
pented  many  many  times  in  the  past. 
He  was  glad,  though,  that  the  Minister 
realised  the  necessity  for  a  change,  as  the 
Liberals  had  said  so  a  year  ago. 

In  this  new  fangled  scheme  there  were 
no  democratic  principles.  There  were 
traces  of  bureaucracy  and  here  and  there 
of  Sovietism.  "How  this  hodge-podge  of 
conflicting  ideas  could  appeal  to  an  Anglo- 
Saxon  people  in  this  twentieth  century" 
was  beyond  him. 

It  did  not  dispense  with  the  necessity 
of  standardisation  of  our  educational 
system.  The  whole  administrative  ma- 
chinery had  become  centralised  in  the 
Department,  because  the  divisional  boards 
would  become  rubber  stamps  to  the  super- 
visors. With  regard  to  the  general  board, 
this  was  only  an  item  of  expense,  as  these 
functions  could  be  performed  by  an 
operator  with  an  adding  machine.  'Mr. 
Baker:  "Can  an  adding  machine  set 
salaries?"  Laughter.) 

The  next  thing  attacked  was  the  claim 
that  this  new  proposal  would  mean  a  fair 
distribution  of  the  costs  of  rural  education. 
Yet  forty  per  cent  of  the  people  of  Al- 
berta were  exempt  from  bearing  their 
share,  namely  the  urban  centres.  Teach- 
ers in  the  rural  areas  would  receive  better 
pay.  This  would  react  on  the  city,  as 
schools  in  town  would  also  have  to  in- 
crease wages  to  secure  teachers. 

Mr.  Shaw  did  not  like  the  word  super- 
visors, and  the  districts  were  too  unwieldy 
to  be  serviceable  for  any  other  variety  «f 
local  government,  such  as  health  of 
colonization. 

His  suggestion  was  that  a  House 
Committee  be  appointed  to  go  into  the 
whole  matter,  and  that  the  bill  be  not 
proceeded  with  at  this  session. 

The  Liberal  Leader  wound  up  with  & 
survey  of  the  Power  question,  believing 
that  we  stood  on  the  threshold  of  a  great 
industrial  expansion.  A  survey  had  oeen 
suggested  some  years  ago,  but  had  not 
been  carried  out,  or  if  carried  out  had 
been  done  in  a  very  incomplete  and  frag- 
mentary way.  He  wanted  a  competent 
survey  by  experts,  in  order  that  a  sure 
foundation  could  be  laid  for  future  power 
enterprise.  He  then  moved  his  amend- 
ment. 

Labor  Member  Speaks 

Chris  Pattinson,  (^Labor),  Edson,  paid 
the  usual  compliments,  after  which  he 
deplored  that  the  much  heralded  pros- 
perity had  not  reached  the  workers  in  the 
mining  areas,  where  the  average  wage  did 
not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars  a  month. 
He  hoped  that  in  the  general  prosperity 
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the  eight  hour  day  would  be  adonted  for 
workers.  Re  olaimed  that  rro^t  would 
accrue  instead  of  diminish.  His  argument 
was  that  with  the  sreedina;  up  of  machine 
production  the  benefits  of  increased  pro- 
duction should  be  social  rather  than 
private,  especially  when  it  was  evident 
that  the  machine  displaced  so  many 
workers.  He  wanted  amendments  to  the 
mines  act,  esT^ecially  with  rejjard  to  the 
eomoosition  of  the  Board  (one  only)  for 
the  issue  of  miners'  certifcate.  The  act 
should  be  tightened  up  to  protect  wages,  as 
in  spite  of  last  year's  legislation  there  was 
still  some  delinquency. 

The  Labor  party  were  jealous  when 
claims  were  made  as  to  who  was  respon- 
sible for  old  age  pensions.  That  was 
their  work  now  consummated.  The  age 
would  have  to  be  set  at  65,  and  certain 
objectionable  clauses  removed  before  thej' 
would  be  satisfied. 

If  the  Government  received  their  natur- 
al resources,  he  hoped  they  would  abolish 
closed  camps  in  mine  areas.  He  blamed 
the  Federal  Government,  amid  applause 
from  Government  benches,  for  failure  to 
buy  the  northern  railways  for  the  C.N.R. 
He  wanted  hishwavs,  or  at  least  roads,  in 
the  Edson  Coal  'Branch,  where  6,000 
people  had  no  road  facilities. 

The  three  day  waiting  period  would 
have  to  be  eliminated  from  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act.  Labor  could  not  see 
the  logic  of  that,  and  the  clause  respecting 
hernia  would  require  amendment.  The 
average  rate  was  unsatisfactory  as  many 
w^orkers  were  unem'^loyed  rart  time,  and 
there  was  no  provision  for  partial  un- 
employment. 

The  Labor  member  dealt  also  with 
w  ages  in  lumbering  camns,  where  supplies 
and  other  things  outweighed  the  remun- 
eration. Not  only  that,  but  a  worker 
had  sometimes  to  travel  to  Edmonton  to 
cash  a  pay  cheque.  V.e  awaited  the 
amendments  to  the  Woodmen's  Lien  Act 
to  be  introduced  this  session. 

Mr.  Pattinson  concluded  by  coming 
right  out  for  Public  Ownership  of  Tower. 
He  reviewed  the  great  struggle  all  over 
the  world  for  possession  of  control. 

C.  Y.  Weaver 

After  expressing  satisfaction  at  the 
reference  in  the  reply  to  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Hennig  to 
the  king's  improved  health,  and  a  desire 
to  include  with  that  reference  a  wish  for 
the  return  to  health  of  the  great  Marshal 
Foch,  C.  Y.  Weaver,  (Cons.),  Edmonton, 
concerned  himself  mainly  with  three  to'-'ics 
not  included  in  the  previous  speeches: 
Weeds,  the  use  of  foreign  text  books  in 
the  schools,  and  the  offer  of  the  Dominion 
Government  to  take  over  the  duties  of 
policing  Alberta. 

With  reference  to  the  power  question 
he  asked  why  the  Government  did  not 
take  into  its  full  confidence  both  sides  of 
the  Assembly  with  respect  to  the  Baxter 
report.  He  reminded  the  Government 
that  their  side  of  the  Assembly  repre- 
sented less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  peonle 
of  the  Province  and  urged  that  the  rights 
of  the  other  fifty  should  be  recognized  by 
making  the  full  information  available. 
He  thought  it  was  a  good  thing  to  have 
sold  the  northern  railways,  but  would 
remind  the  Assembly  that  there  was  still 
a  debt  of  some  $2,000  a  day  saddled 
upon  the  Province  as  a  result  of  the  rail- 
way  policy  of  the  late  Liberal  admini- 
stration. He  would  urge  the  creation  of 
a  sinking  fund  to  reduce  the  Provincial 
debt. 

In  connection  with  Old  Age  Pensions 
he  would  urge  that  ex-service  men,  whose 


expectancy  of  life  w-as  lowered  by  the 
war,  should  be  pensionable  at  sixty-five 
years  of  age. 

Col.  Weaver  had  been  twitted  as  an 
armchair  farmer;  but  he  had  much 
knowledge  of  rural  conditions  and  was 
convinced  that  the  weed  menace  was  be- 
coming very  real,  greater  in  fact  each 
j'ear.  He  quoted  a  statement  to  the 
effect  that  sow  thistles  were  like  spots  of 
leprosy  all  over  the  Province.  He  cited 
the  condition  of  southern  Manitoba,  where 
once  prosperous  fertile  districts  were  now 
almost  deserted,  schools  closed,  munici- 
palities unable  to  raise  taxes,  men  unable 
to  raise  money  on  mortages  of  farm  lands. 
He  believed  that  the  weed  question  was 
as  important  as  the  Wheat  Pool,  reduction 
of  freight  rates,  etc. 

U.S.  Text  Books 

Coming  to  the  matter  of  the  use  of 
foreign  text  books  in  the  public  schools, 
the  speaker  gave  as  an  instance  a  histor}' 
text  entitled  Medieval  and  Modern  Times. 
This  was  published  in  the  United  States. 
It  almost  ignored  Great  Britain's  part  in 
the  recent  war,"  and  made  a  reference, 
in  about  half  a  dozen  words,  to  the  work 
of  the  Canadian  corps.  There  was  a 
photo  of  Marshal  Foch  and  of  General 
Pershing  and  an  allusion  of  some  len-^th 
to  the  achievements  of  the  latter  in  other 
campaigns  but  there  was  no  mention  of 
French,  Haig,  Jellicoe,  Beattie,  Byng, 
Currie  or  Allenby.  He  was  of  the  opinion 
that  at  least  the  great  effort  of  our  people 
of  all  ages  and  both  sexes  should  not  be 
ignored  in  a  book  read  and  studied  by  the 
j'outh  of  our  schools.  He  had  nothing 
against  the  American  people.  They  im- 
posed upon  their  people  a  100  per  cent 
Americanism.  He  did  not  believe  that 
any  Americanism  either  100  per  cent  or 
50  per  cent  or  25  per  cent  should  be  im- 
posed upon  the  people  of  Canada  through 
our  school  text  books.  History  should  be 
a  true  statement  of  fact  not  propaganda 
for  a  foreign  country.  Were  there  not 
writers  in  Canada  who  could  compile  our 
own  text  books?  or  could  not  a  Canadian 
edition  of  an  American  or  other  foreign 
text  be  secured  by  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion? Nothing  should  be  allowed  to 
undermine  our  national  spirit  and  pride. 

The  greater  portion  of  Mr.  Weaver's 
speech  was  addressed  to  the  subject  of 
the  constitution  of  the  police  of  the 
.Frovince.  He  made  an  eloquent  plea  for 
the  acceptance  of  the  offer  of  the  Domin- 
ion Government  to  take  over  the  work 
of  the  A.P.P.  through  the  R.C.M.P. 
Covering  much  the  same  ground  as  was 
traversed  last  year  in  the  debate  on  this 
subject,  Mr.  Weaver  was  checked  up 
several  times  by  Premier  Brownlee  for 
statements  attributed  to  him  which  were 
incorrect.  He  also  aroused  a  retort  from 
the  Tremier  when  he  made  allusion  to  the 
idea  that  politics  lay  behind  the  desire  of 
the  Government  to  retain  the  Alberta 
Provincial  J'olice.  Mr.  Brownlee  asked 
the  honorable  member  if  that  were  the 
reason  for  the  maintenance  of  a  provincial 
force  in  all.  the  other  Provinces  of  Canada 
with  the  exception  of  Saskatchewan.  In 
conclusion,  Mr.  Weaver  gave  many  de- 
tails of  the  Saskatchewan  arrangement 
with  the  Dominion  Government  and 
pleaded  that  in  the  event  of  any  change 
the  men  who  had  been  encouraged  to 
devote  themselves  to  this  work  would  not 
be  thrown  into  unemployment  without 
some  such  gratuity  as  was  given  by  the 
Government  of  Saskatchewan,  one 
month's  pay  for  each  year  of  service. 

Each  of  the  previous  speakers  of  the 
day  having  taken  a  little  fling  at  the 
Minister   of   Health,   the   Hon.  George 


Hoadley  rose  shortly  before  the  Assem- 
bly adjourned  and  gave  some  advance 
notice  of  the  Government's  intentions 
with  respect  to  his  Department. 

Mr.  Hoadley  remarked  that  it  had  been 
his  privilege  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Assembly  for  the  past  twenty  sessions 
and  he  had  never  heard  better  speeches 
in  reply  to  the  speech  from  the  throne 
than  those  given  by  Messrs.  Hennig  and 
G.  W.  Smith. 

Coming  directly  to  the  attack  on 
criticisms  offered  by  members  in  the 
benches  opposite,  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture thought  the  reference  by  Col. 
Weaver  to  the  high  character  of  the  Royal 
Mounted  Police  had  inferentially  reflected 
adversely  upon  the  Alberta  Provincial 
force,    it  was  therefore  unfortunate. 

J.  T.  Shaw:  "Has  the  Government 
refused  the  offer  of  the  Dominion?" 

Mr.  Hoadley:  That  would  be  answered 
by  those  responsible.  It  was  not  in  his 
Department. 

State  Medicine 

Dealing  with  the  subject  of  Health, 
Mr.'  Hoadley  emphasized  its  importance. 
The  Rockefeller  Institute  was  prepared  to 
undertake  half  the  cost,  if  the  Government 
and  the  municipalities  concerned  would 
each  bear  their  share  of  the  other  half, 
to  establish  a  health  unit,  say  of  some 
2000  miles  in  the  centre  of  the  Province, 
with  Red  Deer  as  centre  in  which  to 
carry  out  some  advanced  ideas  with 
respect  to  public  health.  In  this  connec- 
tion Mr.  Hoadley  very  clearly  intimated 
his  leanings  towards  state  medicine  and 
hospitalization.  There  were  large  areas 
without  adequate  medical  and  surgical 
services.  He  saw^  no  reason  for  alarm  at 
the  possibilitj''  of  the  panel  system  of 
doctors;  there  were  already  over  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  doctors  of  Great  Britain 
on  the  pay  rolls  of  the  state.  He  w^ould 
say  this,  however,  that  state  medicine 
does  not  become  established  in  any  coun- 
try except  and  until  the  doctors  make  it 
necessary. 

The  sitting  adjourned  at  six  o'clock. 

GOT  TO  BE  SHOWN 


Baron  Power:  My  good  maji,  don't 
you  know  that  public  ownership  would 
ruin  the  country? 

Henry  Hayseed:  Oh,  well,  it  hasn't 
ruined  Ontario  j'et,  or  Sweden.  I'm 
for  taking  a  chance. 

The  aliove  cartoon  was  sent  in  by  a 
member  of  the  Sylvan  Lake  U.F.A. 
Local,  Mr.  J.  R.  H.  Tanche,  as  comment 
on  the  campaign  of  the  power  companies 
against  public  ownership. 
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News  from  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  Head  Office 

Information  for  Members  and  Locals  Issued  by  the  Pablicity  Department  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 


Vital  Issues  Dealt  With  at  Wheat  Pool 
Delegates  Session 

New  By-Laws  and  New  Act  Passed  On — Continuous  Contract  Becommended— 
Name  of  Organization  Is  Changed 

The  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  delegates  held  a  three  day  convention  in  Calgary, 
commencing  on  January  30th.  This  meeting  was  called  to  revise  the  Pool 
by-laws,  consider  a  plan  of  re-distributing  the  Directors'  and  Delegates' 
divisions,  and  to  go  over  a  proposed  bill  to  be  presented  to  the  present  session 
of  the  Alberta  Legislature. 

The  purpose  of  the  proposed  bill  and  the  revision  of  the  by-laws  was  to 
make  changes  in  the  Pool  constitution  which  the  experience  of  the  past  five 
years  has  shown  to  be  necessary.  The  Wheat  Pool  was  organized  in  a  huriy 
in  1923  and  without  any  precedent  for  a  guide.  The  legal  structure  was 
built  on  anticipation  of  the  Pool's  needs  and  without  adequate  knowledge  of 
what  the  needs  would  be. 


One  of  the  purposes  of  the  proposed 
bill  is  to  prevent  the  Pool  being  sniped 
at  by  disgruntled  members  who  might  be 
egged  on  by  interests  not  too  friendly  to 
the  Pool.  The  present  situation  leaves 
the  Pool  in  too  open  a  position  and  a 
ready  target  for  attacks.  If  you  sue 
a  medical  doctor  for  malpractice  the  suit 
must  be  started  within  six  months  from 
the  time  of  the  action  complained  of;  if 
you  fall  on  the  city  streets  and  decide  to 
stie  the  corporation  you  have  to  give 
notice  within  60  days  and  start  suit  with- 
in six  months;  if  you  have  a  grievance 
against  a  private  grain  company  under 
the  Canada  Grain  Act  you  have  to  start 
action  within  18  months;  but  the  Wheat 
Pool  has  been  open  to  start  legal  action 
on  incidents  occurring  six  years  ago. 

Keay  Case  Excepted 

The  proposed  bi'l  closes  .up  this  situa- 
tion and  limits  the  time  within  which 
action  against  the  Pool  may  be  started. 
The  proposed  bill  is  retroactive  and,  if 
passed  by  the  Legislature,  its  provisions 
will  take  effect  as  from  1923  when  the 
Pool  was  started.  Exception  was  made 
in  the  present  action  of  H.  W.  Keay,  of 
.Tenner,  against  the  Pool,  except  in  one 
instance,  •  that  is,  where  Keay  demands 
his  shares  in  Pool  elevators.  This  pro- 
posed bill  requires  that  all  shares  in  Pool 
elevators  be  left  in  trust  for  the  owner 
with  the  Pool. 

The  main  purpose  of  this  proposed  bill 
is  to  place  the  control  of  the  Wheat  Pool 
in  the  hands  of  the  delegates  who  are  the 
direct  representatives  of  the  members. 
What  these  delegates  decide  upon  will 
be  legal  and  govern  the  Pool. 

It  was  decided  to  exclude  the  Keay 
case  from  the  operations  of  the  proposed 
bill.  H.  W.  Wood,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  suggested  that  this 
case  should  be  permitted  to  go  on  to  the 
end.  He  said  it  might  be  possible  that 
Keay's  lawyers  would  get  permission  to 
go  through  the  books  of  the  Alberta  Pool 
and  Central  SeUing  Agency.  They  might 
l)ossibly  find  mistakes  had  been  made, 
particularly  m  the  earlier  days  of  the 
Pool's  history,  but  they  would  also  find 
that  these  had  been  corrected  and  an 
improved  organization  steadily  built  up. 

Pool's  Name  Changed 

The  proposed  bill  provides  for  the 
changing  of  the  name  of  the  organization 


from  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Wheat  Pro- 
ducers Limited  to  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 
It  was  with  some  regret  that  the  delegates 
decided  to  delete  "Co-operative"  from 
the  title,  but  it  was  realized  that  the  name 
was  unwieldy  and' little  used.  Everyone 
knows  the  organization  as  The  Wheat 
Pool,  and  it  was  the  general  opinion  that 
the  change  in  name  is  well-advised. 

Investigate  Flour  Milling 

A  resolution  was  moved  by  J.  K, 
Sutherland,  seconded  by  E.  A.  Hanson, 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  appoint  a 
committee  to  work  with  the  committee 
from  the  U.F.A.  to  investigate  the  flour 
milling  industry  in  all  its  phases  and 
report  at  a  subsequent  meeting.  Mr. 
Sutherland  said  the  time  was  ripe  for  this 
investigation.  Mr.  Hanson  said  the  Pool 
should  go  as  far  as  to  sell  bread  to  con- 
sumers. 

Andrew  Eafn  opposed,  saying  a  small 
mill  for  experimental  purposes  would  be 
all  right,  but  if  the  Pool  went  into  the 
flour  milling  business  a  large  mill  would 
have  to  be  built  to  compete  with  private 
mills.  Mr.  Rafn  was  formerly  a  flour 
miller  in  the  old  country  and  he  said 
old  country  millers  do  not  want  our  flour, 
but  want  our  wheat  to  mix  with  their 
softer  wheats  for  flour  making  purposes. 

Col.  Robinson  suggested  that  the 
Wholesale  Consumers  Co-operative  or- 
ganization' being  started  would  be  the 
logical  one  to  develop  a  flour  milling  in- 
dustry. 

H.  W.  Wood  said  the  large  foreign 
flour  mills  are  the  Wheat  Pool's  best 
customers  and  he  thought  it  unwise  for  the 
Pool  to  go  into  the  flour  milling  business, 
which  is  highly  competitive. 

"We  have  a  big  job  to  handle  now  with 
our  Wheat  Pool  and  it  requires  all  our 
abiHty  and  attention,"  he  said. 

The  motion  was  carried  on  the  under- 
standing that  it  was  information  the 
delegates  sought.  Mr.  Sutherland  said 
the  possession  of  a  flour  mill  in  a  crop 
year  like  the  present  would  give  the  grow- 
ers a  correct  idea  as  to  the  true  value 
of  their  wheat. 

Redistribution 

The  Directors'  plan  for  redistribution 
was  carried.  A  map  of  the  Province 
showing  the  new  districts  will  be  printed 
in  an  early  issue  of  The  U.F.A.  There 


were  no  serious  objections  taken  to  the 
plan  as  brought  in.  The  districts  will 
contain  the  following  acreages: 


Lethbridge  district  569,665 

Claresholm  district  657,836 

South  Calgary  district  547,300 

North  Calgary  district  585,721 

Red  Deer  district  533,978 

Camrose  district  537,790 

Edmonton  district  552,598 


The  present  delegates  will  hold  their 
present  districts.  The  new  plan  will 
come  into  effect  when  the  annual  dele- 
gates' election  is  held  next  spring. 

There  was  jsome  discussion  over  a  mo- 
tion to  increase  the  Directors'  fees  from 
$15  a  day  and  travelling  expenses  to  $20 
a  day  and  travelling  expenses.  It  was 
decided  that  this  motion  could  not  be 
considered  at  a  snef'ial  meeting,  but  only 
at  the  annual  meetings. 

Keay's  Claims  Explained 

M.  M.  Porter,  solicitor  for  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool,  gave  an  explanation  of  the 
statement  of  claim  in  the  Keay  case  and 
explained  fully  the  details  of  the  case  and 
the  Pool's  attitude.  In  renly  to  a  ques- 
tion he  said  the  Pool  could  have  asked 
for  legislation  to  nullify  this  case,  but  the 
Board  of  Directors  decided  against  such 
a  policy,  but  to  fight  the  case  in  the  courts 
to  a  finish.  Mr.  Porter  said  in  reply  to 
another  question,  that  Mr.  Keay's  interest 
in  the  Commercial  and  Elevator  Reserves 
totalled  about  $250.00.  Keay  had  de- 
livered 7000  bushels  of  wheat  since  join- 
ing the  Pool  in  1924. 

A  delegate  raised  the  question  as  to 
why  names  of  first  series  members  who 
had  not  signed  second  series  contracts 
were  included  in  the  voting  lists  sent  out 
in  the  by-elections.  The  secretary  pointed 
out  that  under  the  present  regulations 
these  members  were  entitled  to  vote. 
This  will  not  be  the  case  when  the  new 
by-laws  are  adopted. 

Against  Elevator  Cleaning 

A  resolution  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Kaechelle  in  favor  of  cleaning  grain  in 
Pool  elevators.  Carl  Axelson  moved  that 
the  delegates  go  on  record  in  favor  of 
cleaning  all  grain  on  the  farm.  This  was 
earned. 

J.  K.  Sutherland  moved  that  the 
Board  investigate  the  question  of  an 
elevator  bin  book.  Mr.  Axelson  suggested 
that  this  was  a  matter  for  the  local 
shipping  associations  to  handle.  The 
mover  said  this  method  would  be  satis- 
factory to  him.  The  resolution  was  car- 
ried. 

Continuous  Contract  Favored 

A  very  important  resolution  providing 
for  a  continuous  contract  at  the  expiration 
of  the  present  second  series  contract  was 
introduced  by  Rufus  Cates  and  seconded 
by  Carl  Axelson.  Mr.  Cates  said  hun- 
dreds of  members  had  not  signed  at  the 
expiration  of  the  first  series  contract  be- 
cause of  sheer  neglect.  A  lot  of  time  and 
expense  would  be  saved  by  a  continuous 
contract  with  withdrawal  privilege  at 
stated  intervals.  The  motion  carried  and 
also  a  subsequent  motion  by  Mr.  Biggs 
and  Mr.  Walmsley  that  the  delegates  go 
on  record  as  favoring  a  two  months'  with- 
drawal period  every  five  years.  The 
delegates  had  heard  Manitoba  Pool  has 
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BROOMHALL  GIVES  WHEAT  POOL  CREDIT 

George  Broomhall's  Corn  Trade  News,  January  15th,  1929 — The  upturn 
of  prices  in  the  earlj^  part  of  last  week  was  chiefly  due  to  the  firmness  of  the 
Canadian  Pool  and  the  good  buying  of  European  importers,  but  the  continued 
big  takings,  with  further  active  buying,  of  Eastern  lands  are  undoubtedly  affect- 
ing the  sentiment  of  the  market — to  say  the  least,  they  have  a  steadying  in- 
fluence. The  successful  stand  of  the  Canadian  Pool,  when  the  market  appeared 
to  be  well  on  the  way  to  a  lower  price  level,  has  naturally  directed  the  attention 
of  the  market  to  this  great  selling  organization  in  a  very  special  degre'e.  We 
think  market  developments  showed  that  when  backed  by  good  finance,  the 
seller  can  await  opportunity  better  than  the  buyer.  And  the  Pool's  success 
in  the  struggle  gave  a  hint  of  what  might  happen  if  two  or  more  leading  ex- 
porters had  a  close  agreement  on  selling  limits.  Such  an  agreement  would  make 
no  fundamental  change  with  regard  to  supplies,  and  it  might  not  check  the 
demand  unless  pushed  to  extremes. 


such  a  contract  and  would  like  to  see 
Saskatchewan  Pool  do  likewise. 

Considerable  discussion  ensued  regard- 
ing the  problem  of  dealing  with  assign- 
ments and  the  wheat  of  members  under 
lien  or  seizure.  The  matter  was  finally 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
bring  in  a  recommendation  after  consul- 
tation with  department  heads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Biggs  and  Mr.  Jo- 
hansen  the  per  diem  and  allowance  of 
delegates  was  fixed  on  the  following  basis: 
$8.00  a  day  while  necessarily  absent 
from  home,  and  actual  railway  trans- 
portation plus  berths  or  15c  a  mile  neces- 
sarily travelled  by  car  or  team,  provided 
that  where  the  delegate  motored  the  entire 
distance  his  mileage  should  not  exceed 
the  regular  return  railway  fare. 

Carl  Axelson  suggested  that  The  U.F.A. 
newspaper  should  print  a  verbatim  report 
of  the  discussion  on  the  resolution  re- 
specting the  Grain  Commissioners  at  the 
Annual  U.F.A.  Convention.  It  was  fin- 
ally decided  to  ask  J.  Jesse  Strang  to 
arrange  with  the  editor  of  The  U.F.A.  to 
have  special  publicity  given  to  this  dis- 
cussion. 

The  revision  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Pool 
was  then  considered,  A.  Macleod  Sinclair, 
K.C.,  reading  and  explaining  the  various 
clauses  to  the  delegates.  The  new  by- 
laws as  adopted  will  be  printed  and  avail- 
able to  the  membership  within  a  short 
time. 

Educational  Suggestion 

The  following  resolution  was  moveiby 
Carl  Axelson  and  seconded  by  T. 
Partridge : 

Whereas  sucfiessful  co-operative  mar- 
keting of  wheat  or  other  products  de- 
pends on  the  following  of  sound  econo- 
mic principles  and  an  educational  pro- 
paganda that  clearly  sets  forth  the 
farmers'  needs  and  aims; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool  must  adopt  an 
aggressive  policy  in  the  interests  of  the 
farmers  and  co-operative  economics  as 
a  basis  and  ground  of  all  dealings,  and 
in  the  educational  propaganda  set  forth 
that  the  farmers  farm  the  land,  but 
that  others  farm  the  farmers,  by  point- 
ing out  clearly  how  the  farmers  are 
exploited,  and  to  advise  them  that  the 
solution  of  their  difficulties  lies  in  or- 
ganizing strong  enough  to  take  control 
of  their  own  affairs,  but  that  complete 
control  and  freedom  can  be  secured 
only  by  doing  away  with  the  present 
competitive  system  and  in  place  thereof 
establishing  a  co-operative  system  of 
production  and  exchange  to  be  admini- 
stered under  farmers'  and  workers' 
control. 

This  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  of  non-Pool  farmers  de- 
livering wheat  to  Fool  elevators  was  con- 
sidered, and  Mr.  Burton  and  Mr.  Gates 
spoke  on  the  question.  Mr.  Gates  moved, 
seconded  by  Col.  Robinson,  that  this 
matter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, with  instructions  to  make  provision 
so  that  non-Fool  farmers  maj^  not  profit 
in  any  way  through  the  distribution  of 
surplus  earnings. 

The  session  lasted  three  days,  until 
the  evening  of  Friday,  February  1.  P-ufus 
Gates  and  J.  A.  Johansen  weie  the  chair- 
men. Committees  were:  Order  of  busi- 
ness— T.  Partridge,  A.  W.  Fraser,  E.  H. 
Keith.  Resolutions — -Robert  Burton, 
Johnston  Ferguson,  J.  Frey. 


Foremost  Elevator  Leading 

The  Fool  elevator  at  Foremost  is  now 
the  leading  elevator  among  the  318 
operated  in  Alberta.  The  handlings  of 
this  elevator  totalled  327,000  bushels  at 
the  beginning  of  the  month,  thus  forging 
ahead  of  J.  rovost  which  previously  was 
the  leading  Fool  house.  Foremost  is  in 
the  southern  part  of  Alberta.  This  ele- 
vator was  built  in  the  spring  of  1928  and 
Stanley  Blackman  is  the  local  operator. 


Saskatchewan  Pool 
Elevators  Distribute 
Annual  Dividends 

Cheques  are  being  distributed  by  Sas- 
katchewan lool  Elevators,  Limited,  to 
Wheat  Fool  members,  returning  to  each 
his  proportionate  share  of  the  surplus 
earnings  of  the  Saskatchewan  Fool  Ele- 
vator system  for  the  crop  year  1927-28. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  Saskatchewan 
Wheat  Fool  Delegates  held  in  F.egina  last 
November  it  was  decided  that  these  be 
distributed  to  the  growers  in  cash.  _  The 
total  amount  of  the  earnings  available 
for  distribution  from  last  year's  opera- 
tions is  $1,430,791.96.  The  payment  is 
being  made  on  the  basis  of  l^c  per  bushel 
for  grain  delivered  through  Fool  country 
elevators  and  Ic  per  bushel  for  grain 
delivered  to  Fool  terminals  over  the 
platform. 

This  payment  is  another  concrete  sam- 
ple of  the  actual  savings  which  are  being 
made  through  co-operative  endeavour  by 
the  Saskatchewan  farmer.  All  this  sav- 
ing would  have  been  lost  as  far  as  the 
producer  is  concerned,  if  Fool  members 
were  not  in  possession  of  their  own  ele- 
vator facilities.  The  cheques  were  pre- 
pared from  the  form  42  which  lists  all  the 
deliveries  of  a  Grower  and  in  some  cases 
deliveries  from  more  than  one  point. 
Consequently  some  cheques  are  sent  to 
stations  covering  deliveries  at  other 
points  and  also  covering  platform  de- 
liveries. All  the  cheques  are  being  for- 
warded to  Fool  elevator  agents  who  will 
notify  the  Growers  to  call  for  same  if 
convenient,  and  if  not,  the  cheques  are 
being  mailed  by  the  agent  direct  to  the 
Grower. 

This  is  the  third  payment  in  cash 
covering  the  excess  charges  refund  which 
has  been  made  to  Fool  members.  The 
amount  of  the  suiplUs  earnings  of  the 
Saskatchewan  Fool  Elevators  Limited 
during  1925-26  was  returned  to  Growers 
in  February,  1927,  and  amounted  to  over 
$476,000.    This  figure  jumped   to  $1,- 


372,000  for  1926-27,  and  for  1927-28 
to  $1,430,791.96,  the  amount  now  being 
distributed. 

 .  —  • — • — • — • — 

BABIUK  AT  EELLIS 

A.  D.  Babiuk  was  the  speaker  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Bellis  Wheat  Pool 
Local,  held  in  Bellis  Hall  on  January 
25th.  Over  75  farmers  with  their  wives 
and  children  were  present.  Peter  Koloski 
the  snhool  teacher  with  his  orchestra  of 
35  children  was  also  present.  The  hall 
was  very  cold  as  it  was  50  below,  but  the 
farmers  and  their  wives  remained  until 
the  meeting  adjourned.  After  Mr.  Ba- 
biuk's  address  considerable  discussion  took 
place.  The  feeling  of  the  meeting  was 
that  there  must  be  a  100  per  cent  Pool  in 
the  district  in  a  very  short  time.  The 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
took  place  at  this  meeting.  It  was  de- 
cided at  the  next  meeting  of  the  executive 
to  appoint  members  in  each  township  to 
take  care  of  the  farmers  who  have  not 
already  signed  the  Pool  contract  and  that 
an  effort  should  be  made  to  get  these 
non-members  to  attend  meetings.  The 
meeting  went  on  record  as  approving 
broadcasts  in  Ukrainian  and  expressed 
their  pleasure  at  Mr.  Babiuk's  address 
recently  given  over  the  radio  in  the 
Ukrainian  language. 

A  resolution  was  passed  that  the  Wheat 
Pool  should  make  provision  to  establish 
a  Fool  elevator  at  Bellis,  either  by  pur- 
chasing an  old  house  from  one  of  the  line 
companies  or  by  building  a  new  one. 

Another  resolution  was  passed  to  raise 
the  salaries  of  the  two  school  teachers  at 
Bellis  for  their  work  of  teaching  co-opera- 
tion after  the  regular  school  hours.  It  was 
also  decided  to  ask  the  Fool  Head  Office 
to  furnish  more  Fool  news  to  the  Partners' 
Life  of  Winnipeg,  which  is  a  Ukrainian 
publication  in  sympathy  with  co-operative 
ideals. 

A  debate  in  Ukrainian  is  to  be  held 
shortly:  "Resolved  that  the  Wheat  Fool 
should  get  100  per  cent  control  of  the 
wheat  market  in  Canada  for  the  benefit 
of  Canadian  farmers." 


ENDORSE    U.F.A.  RESOLUTION 

At  the  Wheat  Pool  meeting  held  at  the 
Lopstick  School,  on  Januarj^  23rd,  the 
members  unanimousl.y  endorsed  the  reso- 
lution which  was  passed  at  the  Ll^.F.A. 
Convention  in  regard  to  the  Board  of 
Grain  Commissioners. 

VISITORS  AT  POOL  OFFICE 

Monday,  February  4th,  a  little  group 
of  visitors  from  the  Halkirk,  Fleet  and 
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Gadsby  district,  called  at  the  Wheat  Tool 
head  office  in  Calgary  and  were  taken 
through  the  various  departments.  Their 
names  are  as  follows:  Hronek  Bros.,  S. 
Meyer,  A.  U.  Doan,  of  Halkirk;  Leo.  B. 
Slemp,  Bert  Griffiths,  A.  F.  Wetter,  of 
Fleet;  John  W.  Horton,  of  Gadsby;  and 
W.  Boyd,  of  Foreman. 

AT  SPEDDEN  LOCAL 

A.  D.  Babiuk  addressed  a  Wheat  Pool 
Local  meeting  held  at  Spedden  on  Mon- 
day, January  28th.  Thirty  Pool  mem- 
bers were  present  and  many  questions 


were  brought  up  for  discussion  and  satis- 
factorily answered.  After  the  discussion 
the  members  re-elected  their  officers  for 
their  Local  as  follows:  Secretary,  Tom 
Lewicki;  president,  Dmytro  Lewicki;  vice- 
president,  Mathew  Hapchan;  directors, 
John  Paholek;  Alex  Matwychuk  and  Fred 
Shewchuk.  Four  wheat  contracts  and 
three  coarse  grains  contracts  were  signed. 

The  members  informed  the  field  man 
that  much  of  their  wheat  was  diverted  to 
Vilna  and  Ashmont  on  account  of  getting 
better  treatment  at  those  points  and  for 
this  reason  they  would  like  to  have  the 
Pool  elevator  at  Spedden  rather  than  at 


Ashmont.  At  a  previous  meeting  which 
was  addressed  by  L.  Normandeau,  Wheat 
Pool  feld  service  man,  a  resolution  was 
framed  at  this  point  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  The  meeting  decided  to 
again  submit  this  resolution  to  head  office. 

A  recent  survey  of  Canadian  industries 
shows  6,500  groups  of  articles  fully  or 
partially  manufactured  in  the  Dominion, 
while  approximately  1,600  Canadian  firms 
or  corporations  are  active  exporters. 

Traffic  through  the  canal  systems  of 
Canada  in  1928  totalled  18,719,723  tons, 
an  increase  of  1,231,412  tons  over  1927. 


NEWS  OF  THE  ORGANIZATION 

Activities  of  U.F.A.  Locals  and  District  Associations  and  Information  from  Central  Office — Notes  on  Co-operation 


MAYWOOD  OFFICERS 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  Maywood 
U.F.A.  Local,  James  Wall  was  elected 
president,  G.  H.  Berg  vice-president, 
and  E.  J.  Irvin  was  re-elected  secretary. 
"We  had  invited  the  ladies  to  come  out 
and  either  organize  a  U.F.W.A.  or  join 
the  U.F.A.",  writes  Mr.  Irvin,  "but  it 
was  a  stormy  day  and  only  two  came 
out.  They  decided  to  go  to  the  next 
community  dance  and  do  their  own 
organizing.  Mrs.  Christie  of  Strathcona 
and  E.  E.  Sparks,  M.L.A.,  addressed 
a  joint  meeting  some  time  ago." 

BIG  VALLEY  TO  MUNSON 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Big  Valley 
to  Munson  U.F.A.  District  Association, 
held  in  Morrin  on  January  10th,  was 
well  attended,  although  sickness  in  the 
district  prevented  some  from  being  pres- 
ent. 

Mr.  Thomson,  who  was  judging  grain 
at  the  local  seed  fair  held  on  the  same 
day,  gave  an  address,  commending  the 
district  very  highly  on  the  quality  of  the 
grain  samples  shown,  stating  that  they 
were  equal  to  the  best  he  had  seen  at 
some  of  the  larger  centres.  P.  J.  Rock, 
president  of  the  local  Seed  Growers,  then 
announced  the  awards  made  at  the  fair 

Urge  Increased  Dues 

A  resolution  was  passed  recommending 
that  fees  to  Central  Office  should  be  set 
at  $3.50,  those  supporting  the  resolution 
urging  the  great  value  of  the  IT.F.A.  to 
the  farmers,  and  the  need  of  funds  at 
Central  Office  to  carry  on.  After  some 
interesting  discussion,  a  resolution  deal- 
ing with  Pool  wheat  handled  by  line 
elevators,  was  referred  to  the  Wheat  Pool. 

Another,  dealing  with  the  route  of  the 
proposed  wheat  belt  highway,  was  brought 
up;  those  present  favored  a  route  north 
from  Munson  Junction  to  the  present 
main  highway,  then  due  east  to  connect 
with  the  highway  already  located  and 
partly  constructed. 

Resolutions  for  the  Annual  Convention 
were  then  considered  and  discussed,  as 
far  as  time  allowed. 

When  the  convention  adjourned  for 
supper,  the  ladies  of  the  U.F.W.A.  pro- 
vided a  splendid  lunch  and  were  later 
accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  "for  the 
sustenanre  and  ser\ ice  rendered." 

Mr.  FearnehouTh  was  elented  presi- 
dent by  a'clamafion;  the  vi' e-presidents 
are  Mrs.  E.  J.  Cnrlnnd  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Baldvin;  while  A.  J.  Ptissell  is  again 
secretary   of  the  association. 


THE  ART  OF  LIFE 

By  C.  E.  N.  JOAD 
Civilized  man  spends  rather  more 
than  two-thirds  of  his  waking  life 
in  obtaining  the  means  ot  make  life 
possible;  he  has  only  one-third  left 
for  living.  As  a  consequence,  he  is 
a  shocking  bungler  in  the  art  of  life 
through  sheer  lack  of  practice.  He 
does  not  realize  this,  assuming  that 
the  art  of  how  to  live  richtly  is 
instinctive.  This  belief  is  a  delusion. 


STICKING  TO  PRINCIPLES 

(Ottawa  Ci'izen) 

The  member  of  Parliament  from  East 
Calgary  is  Mr.  H.  B.  Adshead  who  sits 
and  votes  with  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  group.  This  body  may  be 
considered  as  the  residuary  legatee  of 
the  old  agrarians  who,  before  the  war, 
united  in  the  most  drastic  declarations 
for  lower  tariff  that  have  ever  been  made 
in  Canadian  politics.  ... 

As  every  one  knows,  there  is  a  butter 
question.  Imports  from  Australia  have 
excited  apprehension  which  is  not  over- 
come even  by  authoritative  declarations 
that  the  Canadian  dairy  business  is  in 
better  share  than  ever  before  in  its  history. 
Some  members  of  the  U.F.A.  have  been 
led  to  believe  that  protection  should 
be  afforded  for  the  production  of  butter, 
and  Mr.  Adshead  has  been  found  fault 
wath  for  not  responding  to  the  cal!. 
Speaking   to   the    East    Calgary    Loc  il 


a  month  or  so  ago,  as  reported   in  the 
current  U.F.A.  official  organ,  he  said: 
If  you  should  want  me  to  go  to 
Ottawa  and  vote  and  speak  for  low 
tariff  because  the  tariff  is  wrong  in 
principle,  and  to  vote  for  a  tariff  on 
butter,  I  am  afraid  you  would  make 
my  position  an  inconsistent  one. 
Well,  yes,  come  to  think  of  it,  perhaps 
that  may  be  so. 

But,  think  of  it  further,  and  the  posi- 
tion is  far  worse  than  one  of  mere  acad- 
emic inconsistency.  Suppose  Adshead, 
M.P.,  were  to  ask  for  a  butter  tariff, 
what  would  happen  about  the  others 
who  are  asking  for  protection  on  the 
specialties  of  production  in  their  several 
constituencies?  Of  course,  they  would 
invite  Mr.  Adshead  to  join  them  in 
putting  over  the  whole  schedule.  If  he 
refused  to  join,  what  chance  would  the 
butter  tariff  have  cf  getting  through? 
If  he  agreed  to  join  then  East  Calgary 
would  find  itself  represented  by  a  log- 
roller  just  as  East  Calgary  believes  so 
many  of  these  grasping  constituencies 
of  the  East  are  represented  today.  And, 
unless  Mr.  Adshead  is  more  adept  in 
that  line  of  endeavor  than  many  of  his 
friends  believe  him  to  be,  the  result  would 
very  likely  be  that  other  duties  would  be 
raised  and  the  butter  duty,  most  unfor- 
tunately and  most  unexpectedly,  would 
be  left  for  "next  session." 

The  farmers  of  the  West  are  clever 
people.  They  have  proved  it.  But 
their  cleverness  shows  mainly  in  their 
sticking  to  principle  and  not  entering 
into  anj'  arrangements  for  beating  the 
log-rollers  at  their  own  game. 


Authorization  Forms  Now  Being  Mailed 
to  Local  and  District  Secretaries 

Early  Return  of  Forms,  Duly  Filled  Out,  Is  Requested  by  U.F.A.  Central  Executive 

In  furtherance  of  the  U.F.A.  membership  campaign  throughout  the 
Province  planned  by  the  Central  Board  and  Executive,  authorization  forms 
on  the  various  Pools  for  the  payment  of  membership  dues  are  now  being 
sent  out  from  the  U.F.A.  Central  Office.  Supplies  will  probably  be  in  the 
hands  of  Local  secretaries,  and  the  secretaries  of  Federal  and  Provincial 
Constituency  and  District  Associations,  by  the  time  this  issue  reaches  our 
readers.  Secretaries  are  requested  to  have  these  forms  filled  out  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  and  returned  to  Central  Office.  The  officers  of  all 
Constituency  and  District  Associations  are  also  requested  to  give  all  assist- 
ance possible  in  this  matter. 

News  of  the  membership  campaign  will  be  published  in  future  issues  of 
The  rr.F.A, 
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U.  F.  A.  Annual  Convention  Debates  Many 
Problems  of  Agriculture  and  of 
Province  and  Nation 

Board  Instructed  to  Arrange  for  Voluntary  Collection  of  Dues  by  Authorization  Forms  on  Pools — Discontinuance  of  Present 
Immigration  Policy  Sought — Convention  Opposes  Further  Settlement  of  Exclusive  Communities — Re-election 

of  President  Wood  and  Vice-President  Scholefield. 


By  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the 
delegates,  the  U.F.A.  Annual  Convention 
on  the  afternoon  of  January  15th,  adopted 
a  resolution  submitted  by  the  Central 
Board,  embodying  and  consolidating 
various  proposals  made  in  resolutions 
and  sent  in  by  branches  of  the  organiza- 
tion, to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
membership  dues  to  the  Association  by 
the  use  of  assignments  on  the  Pools. 
The  resolution  was  in  the  following 
terms : 

Resolved,  that  the  Central  Board 
of  the  U.F.A.  recommend  to  the 
Annual  Convention  the  adoption  of 
the  following  three  principles: 

First,  That  we  have  prepared  a 
permanent  authorization  slip  for  the 
collection  of  the  Association  dues 
through  any  of  our  Pools,  such  slips 
to  be  continuous  from  j'ear  to  year 
during  the  life  of  the  particular  Pool 
upon  which  it  is  drawn  and  to  be 
cancelled  upon  the  written  request 
of  the  signer. 

Second,  That  the  dues  to  be  collected 
in  this  manner  shall  be  the  Local 
dues,  the  Central  dues,  Federal  Con- 
stituency dues  of  50c,  and  Provincial 
Constituency  dues  of  25c  per  member; 
always  provided  that  any  member  not 
desiring  to  have  one  or  both  of  these 
Constituency  dues  collected  in  this 
manner  may  so  indicate  by  cancelling 
such  space  on  the  authorization  from. 

Third,  That  all  of  our  members  be 
encouraged  to  have  their  dues  collected 
in  this  manner.  And  to  increase  our 
membership  we  recommend  a  system- 
atic drive  or  canvass  of  the  whole 
Province  at  some  opportune  time 
to  be  decided  on  by  the  Central  Board. 

It  was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Scholefield 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion  that  the 
authorization  would  be  of  a  purely 
voluntary  nature.  Every  grower  had  al- 
ways had  the  right  to  make  an  assignment 
on  any  of  the  Pools  for  the  payment 
of  his  dues  to  the  association.  It  was 
now  proposed  to  adopt  this  plan  as  a 
definite  policy.  No  special  privilege  was 
conferred.  The  plan  to  be  adopted  had 
been  discussed  very  fully  with  the  Pools. 

Uniformity  Desirable 

J.  K.  Sutherland  strongly  supported 
the  resolution,  remarking  that  if  the 
Convention  could  do  anything  which 
would  make  it  easier  for  the  Locals  to 
collect  the  dues  of  their  members,  it 
would  be  worth  while  to  do  so.  It  was 
desired  to  secure  uniformity  as  far  as 
possible  throughout  the  Province,  in  the 
amount  of  the  fees  paid  to  the  various 
branches  of  the  Association.  This  would 
not  interfere  with  the  right  of  any  Con- 
stituency or  District  association  to  levy 
additional  fees  upon  its  members,  over 
and  above  those  provided  for  in  the 
authorization  form  and  to  collect  these 
additional  fees  as  they  saw  fit. 

"The  method  proposed  in  this  resolu- 
tion is  an  efficient  one,  and  it  is  without 


The  report  of  proceedings  at  the 
U.F.A.  Annual  Convention  is  con- 
tinued herewith.  A  number  of  the 
main  features  of  the  Convention 
will  be  dealt  with  separately  in  this 
and  one  or  two  succeeding  issues. 


even  the  semblance  of  compulsion," 
Mr.  Sutherland  pointed  out. 

Basing  his  opinion  upon  twenty  years' 
experience  in  active  work  in  the  Associa- 
tion, Mr.  Leavitt  of  Glenwood  Local 
supported  the  proposal,  as  did  various 
others.  One  or  two  delegates  on  the 
floor  were  doubtful  or  opposed.  Some 
appeared  to  think  that  compulsion  was  in- 
tended, and  perhaps  the  misrepresenta- 
tion of  the  proposal  in  some  portion  of 
the  press_had  some  bearing  on  this  matter. 

Control  Lies  With  Locals 

Mr.  Axelson  moved  an  amendment 
that  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  plan 
be  "subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Locals," 
which  should  decide  whom  they  would 
admit  to  membership,  but  upon  Mr. 
Scholefield  pointing  out  that  it  was 
taken  for  granted  that  the  work  would 
be  done  through  Locals,  and  also  that 
the  Constitution  provided  for  the  accept- 
ance or  rejection  of  applicants  for  mem- 
vership  by  the  Locals,  this  amendment 
was  not  pressed. 

The  resolution  carried  with  enthusiasm, 
about  eight  votes  being  recorded  against 
it. 

A  resolution  from  the  Camrose  Pro- 
vincial Constituency  Association,  pro- 
posing the  appointment  of  field  organizers 
whose  whole  time  should  be  spent  in 
reviving  old  Locals  and  organizing  new 
ones,  was  lost  by  a  very  large  majority 
after  brief  discussion.  The  delegate 
from  the  Camrose  district  who  moved 
the  resolution  explained  that  he  himself 
was  opposed  to  it,  but  felt  it  his  duty  to 
bring  it  before  the  Convention. 

Following  the  adoption  of  a  motion  to 
extend  the  privileges  of  the  floor  to 
Federal  and  Provincial  elected  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Association,  as  recorded 
in  our  last  issue,  it  was  moved  that  a 
similar  privilege  be  given  to  Directors 
of  ^;he  Wheat  Pools,  but  upon  it  being 
pointed  out  that  the  Pool  was  not  con- 
cerned in  political  activities,  and  upon 
a  delegate  suggesting  that  if  the  privileges 
of  the  floor  were  given  to  the  Pool  Dir- 
ectors, (who  did  not  seek  it),  it  might 
consistently  be  extended  to  officers  of 
the  Hail  Insurance  Board,  and  other 
such  institutions,  the  motion  was  lost. 

A  motion  to  limit  the  time  of  delegates 
speaking  in  the  Convention  found  no 
seconder. 

Constitutional  amendments  adopted 
by  the  Convention  are  printed  elsewhere 
in  this  issue. 

Period  Covered  by  Membership  Fee 

The  moving  of  the  "previous  question" 
while  a  proposed  constitutional  amen'l-. 


ment  regarding  the  period  covered  bj' 
the  membership  fee  was  before  the  dele- 
gates for  consideration  brought  a  discus- 
sion oh  this  subject  to  an  abrupt  close.  The 
proposal  originated  in  Battle  River 
Federal  C.A.,  and  was  to  the  effect  that 
"the  membership  fee  shall  be  due  on 
the  1st  of  December  and  will  be  good 
for  one  year  from  that  date.  To  this 
Mr.  Scholefield  moved  an  amendment 
"that  the  annual  membership  fee  on 
whatever  date  paid,  covers  the  current 
year  from  January  1st  to  December 
the  31st,  and  all  renewals  become  due 
on  January  the  1st  of  each  year." 

The  chairman  asked  if  the  Convention 
would  accept  this  as  a  substitute  motion. 
There  were  cries  of  "yes"  and  no  dis- 
senting voice.  Two  or  three  brief  speeches 
for  and  against  the  resolution  were  de- 
livered, and  after  "the  previous  question" 
had  carried,  cutting  off  debate,  the 
resolution  was  lost. 

Co-operative  Packing  and  Milling 

On  motion  of  James  Wylie  of  Water- 
hole  the  following  resolution  originating 
in  the  East  Calgary  Federal  C.A.,  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  urge 
the  U.F.A.  Central  Board  to  investi- 
gate in  conjunction  with  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Alberta  Livestock 
Pool,  the  feasibility  of  acquiring  co- 
operative packing  plant  facilities. 
Mr.  Wylie  said  that  one  of  the  great 
handicaps   under   which   the  Livestock 
Pool  labored  was  that  it  had  to  sell  to 
the  private  packing  plants,   and  cited 
a  number  of  illustrations  in  support  of 
this  contention. 

Co-operative  Flour  Mill 

Another  East  Calgary  resolution  a- 
dopted  unanimously  by  the  Convention 
was  in  the  following  terms: 

Resolved,   that   the   Executive  in- 
vestigate the  possibility  of  establishing 
a    co-operative    flour  mill,  either  by 
the  Wheat  Pool,  the  Wholesale  Co- 
operative Association,  or  other  means, 
with  a  view  to  getting  it  into  operation 
as  soon  as  possible. 
A  delegate  suggested  that  if  one  mill 
were  put  in  operation,  and  worked  to 
capacity  for  the  milling  of  Pool  wheat 
only,  this  would  give  the  Pool  an  oppor- 
tunity  to    make   valuable  comparisons 
of  milling  values.   J.  A.  Johansen  support- 
ed the  resolution,  stating  that  it  seemed 
well    worth    while    to    investigate  this 
matter,  and  obtain  all  information  pos- 
sible. 

Evening  Session 

At  the  evening  session  of  the  Con- 
vention, Hon.  Irene  Parlby  gave  an  in- 
spiring account  of  her  recent  studies  of 
educational  and  co-operative  progress 
in  the  British  Isles,  Sweden  and  Denmark. 
She  received  an  ovation  from  the  dele- 
gates, in  whose  behalf  E.  J.  Garland, 
the  chairman  of  the  evening,  expressed 
the  appreciation  of  the  Association.  .\ 
report  of  thi.''  address,  and  also  an  a;>- 
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count  of  the  fraternal  addresses  of  Mrs. 
HoHis,  President  of  the  Women's  Section 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Canada,  Sask- 
atchewan Section,  and  of  J.  E.  Armishaw, 
Secretary  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
British  Columbia,  who  spoke  during  the 
evening  and  received  a  cordial  reception 
from  the  Convention,  will  be  give  else- 
where. 

Mr.  Gardiner,  Mr.  Garland  and  Mr. 
Critchlow  presided  alternately  during 
Tuesday's  and  follow  inc;  sessions,  Mr. 
Brown,  who  took  the  chair  for  parts  of 
the  first  two  days,  heinc  prevented  from 
doing  so  later  by  ill  health. 


WEDNESDAY'S  SESSIONS 


At  the  opening  of  the  Wednesday 
morning's  session  of  the  Convention, 
Mr.  Axelson,  on  a  point  of  privilege, 
asked  permission  to  bring  forward  a 
resolution  offering  to  co-operate  heartily 
with  "our  friends  from  B.C.",  but  ex- 
pressing opposition  to  the  policy  in  re- 
gard to  Orientals  set  forth  by  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  U.F.  of  B.C.  This  had 
reference  to  a  statement  made  the 
previous  evening  by  Mr.  Armishaw,  in 
the  course  of  his  presentation  of  fraternal 
greetings.  The  chairman  (Mr.  Gardiner) 
advised  Mr.  Axelson  that  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  take  this  matter  up 
with  the  resolutions  committee. 

Costs  of  Disputed  Election 

The  Convention  adopted  a  resolution 
originating  in  the  Battle  Eiver  Federal 
C.A.,  to  the  effect  that  "if  there  appear 
to  be  any  grounds  for  disputing  an 
election,  the  constituency  association 
must  put  all  the  facts  in  their  possession 
in  the  hands  of  the  U.F.A.  legal  adviser, 
and  if  in  his  opinion  sufficient  proof 
of  misconduct  is  shown,  the  entire  cost 
of  any  legal  action  taken  be  divided 
equally  between  all  the  Provincial  or 
Federal  associations,  as  the  case  may  be." 

Mr.  Aitken  explained  the  object  of  the 
resolution,  which  is  to  secure  all  possible 
information  and  careful  examination  of 
the  facts  available,  as  the  preliminary 
to  any  proceedings,  and  to  provide  a 
plan  for  financing  any  action  which 
may  be  found  advisable  in  any  case. 
The  word  "all"  as  quoted  above,  was  in- 
serted on  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman, 
in  order  to  make  it  clear  that  the  cost 
would  be  divided  among  the  various 
constituency  associations  throughout  the 
Province — Federal  if  a  Federal  election 
were  concerned,  and  Provincial  if  a 
Provincial  election  were  concerned. 

Misleading  Crop  Reports 

On  motion  of  H.  McKenzie,  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  a  redraft  of  resolutions 
from  Eastervale  and  Woodville  Locals, 
was  adopted: 

Wherea.s,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Convention  that  ,  the  crop  reports 
circulated  by  the  press  and  other 
interests  are  often  misleading,  and  the 
wide  publicity  given  to  the  return  of 
farm  products  places  us  at  a  disad- 
vantage with  otner  industries; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we 
ask  our  Board  to  take  the  matter  up 
with  the  proper  authorities,  with  the 
object  of  naving  the  practice  stopped. 

Liquid  Fuels  and  Lubricants 

The  following  resolution  from  the 
Board  was  carried  after  a  brief  discussion: 
Whereas,  we  believe  there  have  been 
serious  losses  in  time  and  equipment 
at  critical  periods  in  farming  operations 
in  Alberta  due  to  the  use  of  faulty  or 


wrons:  fuels,  or  lubricants,  in  farm 
machines  and  to  the  use  of  machines 
and  equipment  not  adapted  to  Alberta 
farm  conditions;  and 

Whereas,  there  is  no  adequate  standard 
of  comparison  with  which  to  judge 
material  and  equipment  used  in  Al- 
berta in  its  peculiar  altitudCj  climate 
and  other  phj'sical  conditions,  the 
American  Bureau  of  Mines  standard 
and  the  University  of  Nebraska's 
standard   not   always   applying;  and 

Whereas,  the  problem  of  setting 
up  standards  for  Alberta  is  one  of 
magnitude  involving  special  equip- 
ment and  specially  trained  men;  and 

Whereas,  the  Government  of  the 
Province  of  Alberta  has  a  heavy  in- 
vestment in  the  Provincial  Institute 
of  Technology  and  Art,  in  Calgary, 
which  investment  is  more  or  less  in- 
active during  the  Summer  season; 

Be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention 
call  to  the  attention  of  the  Government 
of  the  Province  of  Alberta  the  necessity 
for: 

(1)    Establishing  official  standards 
in  farm  operations. 


Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  were 
adopted  at  the  recent  Annual  Con- 
vention as  outlined  below.  Members 
can  bring  their  own  printed  copies  of 
the  Constitution  up  to  date  by  writing 
in  the  amendments  as  indicated: 

Director  Is  Convener 

1.  Section  6,  clause  (f)  is  amend- 
ed by  adding  after  the  word  "Con- 
stituencies" in  the  last  hne,  the 
following:  "Said  U.F.A.  Constitu- 
ency Director  shall  act  as  convener 
at  said  meeting  until  such  time  as 
the  delegates  have  elected  a  chair- 
man." 

This  provides  that  each  U.F.A.  Con- 
stituency Director  shall  act  as  convener 
of  the  meeting  of  delegates  from  Locals 
in  his  constituency  held  at  the  time  of 
the  Annual  Provincial  Convention  until 
such  time  as  the  delegates  have  elected 
a  chairman.  It  places  the  responsibility 
for  the  calling  of  the  meeting  of  delegates 
from  the  constituency  to  order  upon  the 
Director. 

Junior  President  Member  of  Board 

2.  Section  7,  subsection  1,  is 
amended  by  inserting  after  "U.F. 
W.A."  the  words  "President  of  the 
Junior  Branch." 

This  constitutes  the  President  of  the 
Junior  Branch  as  ex-officio  a  member 
of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Board. 


Local  Meetings 

Section  10,  subsection  10,  is 
amended  to  read:  "Meetings  of  the 
ILocal  shall   be  held   once  each 


(2)  A  laboratory  service  from  the 
Provincial  Institute  of  Te"hnol- 
ogy  and  Art  to  test  for  a  nominal 
fee  such  fuels  and  lubricants 
as  may  be  submitted  to  it  from 
time  to  time. 

(3)  A  mechanical  service  from  the 
Provincial  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology and  Art  in  which  accurate 
tests  may  be  made  as  to  the 
suitability  and  efficiency  of  farm 
machinery  offered  for  sale  in 
Alberta. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  this 
Convention  instruct  the  Board  to 
appoint  a  committee  for  the  purpose 
of  conferring  with  the  proper  authori- 
ties to  analyze  the  factors  involved 
in  the  establishment  of  such  a  service. 

Mr.  Scholefield,  explaining  the  reasons 
which  had  led  the  Board  to  offer  this 
resolution,  said  that  in  some  cases  it  had 
been  reported  that  combines  had  been 
condemned  as  not  up  to  guarantee,  when 
the  trouble  lay  in  the  use  of  unsuitable 
oil  for  lubrication.  A  tractor  could  be 
destroyed  quickly  if  the  wrong  kind  of 


month  or  at  such  time  as  the  Local 
may  decide." 

Before  amendment  the  Constitution 
made  it  obligatory  upon  every  Local  to 
meet  at  least  once  each  month.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  at  some  seasons  of  the 
year,  such  as  harvest,  some  Locals  do 
not  meet  monthly,  the  amendment  leaves 
the  frequency  of  the  meetings  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Local. 

Joint  Local's  Representation 

Section  10,  clause  11,  is  amended 
to  read  after  the  word  "delegate" 
at  the  end  of  the  first  paragraph: 
"and  further  where  a  joint  Local 
has  at  least  five  women  members  ' 
that  it  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
delegate  to  the  U.F.W.A.  Conven- 
tion." 

This  provides  for  representation  of 
joint  Locals  at  the  U.F.W.A.  Convention. 

Uniform  Registration  Fee 

Section  15,  subsection  4,  is 
amended  by  striking  out  the  clause 
as  it  stood  and  substituting  the  fol- 
lowing: "Federal  Constituency 
Associations,  Provincial  Constitu- 
ency Associations,  District  Asso- 
ciations and  Junior  District  Asso- 
ciations shall  be  required  to  pay  an 
annual  registration  fee  of  one  dollai- 
to  the  Association." 

Formerly  the  Constitution  provided 
for  a  fee  of  $5  per  annum  to  be  paid 
by  each  District  Association,  and  a  fee 
of  $1  per  annum  by  each  Junicr  District 
Association,  while  there  was  no  registra- 
tion fee  at  all  for  Federal  and  Provincial 
Constituency  Associations.  The  amend- 
ment provides  for  a  uniform  fee  of  $1 
by  all  these  various  types  of  as.sociation. 
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lubricant  we  e  used.  It  was  stated  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  that  what 
might  be  suitable  in  one  part  of  the 
Province  might  not  do  in  another. 

By  unanimous  vote  the  Convention 
adopted  the  following  resolution  from 
Camrose  Federal  C.  A  : 

Whereas,  large  sums  are  now  being 
spent  on  immigration  schemes  which 
are  largely  futile,  while  Canada  is 
losing  her  native  population  largely 
through  economic  causes  and  prevent- 
able mortality; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we 
urge: 

1.  That  a  portion  of  the  money  now 
being  expended  on  immigration  be  used 
in  the  e-\tension  of  such  health  activities 
as  will  make  impossible  the  appalling 
and  disgraceful  child  and  mother  mor- 
tality rate  of  the  Dominion. 

2.  That  we  endorse  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee  on  immigration 
and  colonization,  asking  that  the  same 
aid  be  extended  to  Canadians  by  the 
Canadian  Government  as  is  now  ex- 
tended by  the  Canadian  Government 
to  British  immigrant  boj's. 

3.  That  we  protest  most  strongly 
against  misrepresentations  of  conditions 
in  Canada  by  the  railways  and  other 
immigration  agencies,  and  urge  that  the 
Federal  Government  be  responsible  for 
all  immigration  activities. 

Chance  for  Canadian  Boys 

H.  McKenzie,  who  moved  the  resolu- 
tion, said  that  it  must  be  generally 
agreed  that  Canadian  boys  should  be 
given  the  same  opportunities  as  were 
given  to  immigrants.  He  cited  from 
his  own  knowledge  cases  in  which  those 
interested  in  promoting  immigration 
sought  to  give  an  exaggerated  account  of 
prospects  in  Canada,  in  order  to  induce 
people  in  the  old  country  and  elsewhere 
to  migrate  and  thus  provide  revenue  for 
transportation  companies  and  other  con- 
cerns. 

A.  Henry,  of  Delburne  Local,  said  that 
the  character  of  advertising  which  he  had 
seen  in  the  old  country  press  had  been 
such  as  to  make  the  reader  imagine,  that 
in  Canada  dollars  grew  on  trees.  Immi- 
gration meant  cheap  labor,  but  it  cost 
the  immigrant  as  much  to  live  in  Canada 
as  it  did  those  who  were  settled  in  the 
country. 

Must  Unite  Forces 

Supporting  the  resolution,  Mr.  Axelson 
pointed  out  that  the  Convention  was 
appealing  to  a  Government  at  Ottawa 
that  was  not  in  sympathy  with  them  or 
concerned  in  their  interests.  To  obtain 
the  settlement  policy  which  they  desired 
"we  as  farmers  must  first  have  intelligent 
political  opinion  and  must  band  ourselves 
together  with  other  farmers  of  Canada  to 
protect  our  interests,"  he  said. 

Another  delegate  remarked  that  thous- 
ands of  Canadian  boys  were  leaving  the 
country,  and  the  attempt  was  being  made 
after  they  had  had  to  leave,  to  fill  their 
places  by  immigration.  Let  those  who 
wished  to  come  to  this  country  do  so  on 
their  own  account,  and  let  Canada  aban- 
don attempts  to  stimulate  immigration 
artificially,  was  the  gist  of  this  delegate's 
argument. 

At  this  point  another  attempt  was  made 
to  impose  a  limit  upon  debate,  a  motion 
from  the  floor  of  the  Convention  to  limit 
the  mover  of  a  resolution  to  7  minutes 
and  others  to  5  minutes  being  voted  down 
■by  a  large  majority.  J.  K.  Sutherland 
01  the  Executive,  was  among  those  who 
opposed  the  resolution.  He  said  that 
time  might  actually  be  lost  if  the  closure 
were  used,  owing  to   difficulties  which 


might  arise  at  some  periods  in  debate, 
which  would  require  adjustment. 

Better  Than  Immigration 

The  second  resolution  on  immigration 
adopted  by  the  Convention  came  from 
Bow  Valley  Provincial  C.  A.  and  was  as 
follows: 

As  the  immigration  policy  as'  at 
present  conducted  is  not  in  the  best 
interest  of  Canada,  and  will  benefit 
chiefly  the  big  transportation  com- 
panies and  a  few  land  speculators  and 
manufacturers,  and 

Whereas,  mass  immigration  tends  to 
lower  the  standard  of  living  for  the 
working  class  and  to  drive  the  farmers 
into  cities  or  out  of  the  country,  and 

Whereas,  we  have  a  great  number  of 
farmer  boys  and  other  citizens  in  vil- 
lages and  towns  who  have  been  or  are 
working  for  farmers  and  thereby  nave 
practical  knowledge  of  farming  in  West- 
ern Canada  who  would  like  to  secure  a 
farm  of  their  own  but  lack  the  necessary 
capital  to  start  farming; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  ask 
the  Dominion  Government  to  discon- 
tinue the  present  immigration  policy 
and  instead  set  apart  sufficient  moneys 
to  loan  to  our  own  cftizens  at  a  low 
rate  of  interest,  and  on  long  terms,  so 
as  to  enable  them  to  secure  farms  of 
their  own,  thereby  keeping  our  own 
citizens  here  and  making  more  employ- 
ment for  immigrants  who  come  to 
Canada  on  their  own  initiative,  those 
being  the  only  immigrants  who  are 
desirable. 

The  mover,  a  delegate  from  Wheat- 
lands  Local,  said  that  his  family  were 
old  pioneers,  and  all  had  had  to  leave  the 
country  to  seek  opportunities  elsewhere. 
The  best  immigration  policy  was  to  assure 
good  conditions  for  Canadians. 

A  Danish-Canadian  View 

Remarking,  "I  was  an  immigrant  my- 
self once,"  Andrew  Rafn  said  he  heartily 
agreed  with  the  resolution,  not  only  as 
a  U.F.A.  man,  but  as  a  foreign-born 
Canadian.  The  people  of  Denmark,  from 
whence  he  came,  were  also  in  agreement 
with  the  policy  set  forth  in  this  resolution. 

"Does  not  charity  begin  at  home?" 
asked  M.  R.  Holder,  of  Vimy  Ridge 
Local,  who  added  that  every  Province 
except  those  of  the  West  had  lost  rural 
population,  and  that  Alberta's  had  only 
increased  by  3  per  cent  in  six  years. 

An  amendment  in  the  form  of  an 
addition  to  the  resolution  was  lost.  It 
read:  "And  be  it  further  resolved  that 
we  spend  a  portion  of  this  money  in  an 
endeavor  to  bring  back  to  Canada  her 
native  population  that  has  gone  into  the 
U.S.,  hy  making  industry  more  attrac- 
tive, assistance  being  given  to  help  them 
to  settle  on  the  land." 

Objecting  to  this  proposal,  &  delegate 
said  that  Canada  should  not  spend  money 
trying  to  get  people  into  the  country. 
"You  can't  pull  the  wool  over  the  eyes  of 
a  former  Canadian,"  he  remarked. 

Against  Settlement  in  Communities 

One  of  the  most  interesting  discussions 
of  the  day  took  place  on  a  resolution 
which  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority: 
That  we  recommend  to  the  Federal 

Government  that  they  discourage  the 

settlement  of  the  people  of  any  country 

in  large  communities. 

This  was  substituted  for  a  resolution 
from  the  Berrywater  Local,  which  viewed 
.  with  "alarm  the  ever-increasing  number 
of  Doukhobors  entering  the  Dominion," 
and  expressed  unalterable  opposition  to 


the  further  immigration  of  "Doukhobors 
and  other  Europeans  of  communal  views 
as  this  class  of  people  are  of  no  value  to 
community  life,  and  do  not  offer  a  good 
prospect  of  becoming  good  Canadian 
citizens." 

Speaking  on  the  original  resolution, 
Jos.  Porter,  of  Conrirh,  quoted  the  motto 
"Equal  Rights  for  All;  Special  Privileges 
to  None,"  and  said  that  the  granting 
of  concessions  to  communities  was  a  vio- 
lation of  this  principle. 

Axelson  Thinks  Inconsistent 

Carl  Axelson  recalled  the  enthusiasm 
with  which  delegates  had  responded  to 
an  appeal  of  the  previous  evening  for  the 
advancement  of  the  ideals  of  international 
co-operation,  and  said  that  the  proposal 
to  exclude  one  single  class  of  people — 
the  Doukhobors — -seemed  a  little  incon- 
sistent. "From  the  standpoint  of  the 
tillers  of  the  soil,"  said  he,  "you  and  I 
have  got  to  take  off  our  hats  to  the 
Doukhobors."  He  said  that  in  order  to 
realize  the  aims  of  the  international  co- 
operative movement  it  was  essential  to 
co-operate  with  all — with  people  of  every 
nationality,  with  Doukhobors,  Chinese, 
Japanese,  as  well  as  with  others. 

Col.  Robinson,  in  moving  the  substitute 
motion,  agreed  that  it  was  undesirable  to 
single  out  any  one  people  and  discriminate 
against  them.  He  was  opposed  to  any 
kind  of  exclusive  community— as  much 
against  such  a  community  of  British 
people  as  any  others. 

Thinks  Language  the  Real  Problem 

John  Egger,  Sullivan  Lake  Local, 
thought  that  there  would  be  no  danger  in 
large  communities  if  the  differences  of 
language  could  be  overcome.  As  a  foreign 
born  Canadian  he  agreed  that  all  who 
came  to  this  country  should  learn  the 
language  of  the  country.  Should  such  a 
policy  be  followed,  the  exclusiveness  of 
people  who  settled  in  colonies  would 
disappear,  and  they  would,  through  read- 
ing and  converse  with  others,  enter  into 
the  general  life  of  Canada. 

Mr.  Axelson  asked  why  certain  groups 
of  people  lived  in  colonies,  and  answered 
the  question  by  saying  that  it  was  "simply 
because  you  have  not  convinced  them 
that  your  way  of  life  is  better." 

Unchanged  in  400  Tears 

Norman  F.  Priestley,  Coaldale  Local, 
said  that  the  customs  and  general  way  of 
life  found  in  some  .communities  had  not 
changed  in  400  years,  and  continued  to 
speak  the  language  of  their  ancestors  of 
400  years  ago.  A  way  of  life  was  imposed 
upon  them  by  rule.  There  were  com- 
munities of  which  the  members  did  not 
know  what  it  was  to  admire  a  flower,  and 
had  almost  no  culture.  For  these  reasons, 
because  if  allowed  to  maintain  their 
communal  exclusiveness,  such  peoples 
would  make  no  progress,  he  was  op- 
posed to  any  further  community  settle- 
ments being  permitted  in  Canada. 

Upon  the  vote  being  taken,  on  the 
substitute  motion,  only  a  few  adverse 
votes  were  recorded. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Scholefield  read  a 
letter,  extending  fraternal  greetings,  from 
the  Ukrainian  Labor-Farmer  Temple 
Association. 

Interest  on  P.  O.  Savings  Accounts 

The  Convention  adopted  a  resolution 
from  Battle  River  Federal  Constituencj', 
asking  that  "the  interest  rate  on  post 
office  savings  accounts  be  raised  to  4  per 
cent,  thus  helping  the  small  investor, 
and  also  being  a  means  of  procuring 
money  for  the  Government  at  low  cost. 

A  resolution  urging  that  the  salaries  of 
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those  engaged  in  scientific  and  technical 
research  in  the  employ  of  the  Federal 
Government,  which  are  now  inadequate 
to  retain  many  capable  jjcrsons  in  the 
civil  service,  be  suitably  increased,  and 
that  those  in  technical  positions  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  at  Ottawa  be 
placed  on  a  parity  with  technical  men 
in  other  departments,  was  adopted.  This 
resolution  originated  in  the  U.F.A.  Con- 
ference on  Federal  affairs  held  in  Calgary 
last  summer. 

The  Convention  unanimously  requested 
the  U.F.A.  group  "to  do  all  in  its  power  to 
further  legislation  for  the  prevention  of 
watered  stock  in  capital  companies." 

Homesteads  for  Women 

"Any  time  a  woman  has  courage 
enough  to  take  up  a  homestead  she  is 
entitled  to  the  privilege,"  was  the  way 
in  which  W.  A.  Childs,  of  Iron  Springs, 
summed  up  the  situation  when  a  resolu- 
tion asking  "that  women  should  be  per- 
mitted to  file  on  homesteads  subject  to 
the  same  regulations  atTecting  men,"  was 
brought  before  the  delegates.  The  reso- 
lution was  adojited  unanimously. 

Election  of  President 

.At  12  noon  Mr.  (Jardincr  took  the 
chair  and  called  for  nominations  for 
President.  C.  Axelson  nominated  Mr. 
Wood  as  "Honorary  President,"  and 
the  motion  was  seconded,  when  the 
chairman  pointed  out  that  there  being 
no  provision  for  such  an  office  the 
motion  was  out  of  order.  Thereupon, 
Mr.  Axelson  submitted  that  the  motion 
might  be  taken  as  a  Constitutional 
amendment,  and  this  was  allowed. 

Then  James  Miller  of  Floral  Local, 
among  delegates  who  rose  simultaneouslj' 
from  various  parts  of  the  hall,  was  the 
one  who  caught  the  chairman's  eye 
and  moved  "an  amendment,"  that  Mr. 
Wood  be  nominated  as  President.  The 
motion  was  seconded  from  several  quart- 
ers. \.  Hendry  nominated  G.  H.  Biggs 
for  the  office,  but  Mr.  Biggs  immediately 
withdrew  his  name.  It  was  moved  and 
seconded  that  nominations  close. 

After  waiting  several  minutes,  in 
order  that  there  might  be  opportunity 
for  any  other  nominations,  the  chairman 
took  a  vote  on  the  motion  that  nomina- 
tions close,  which  was  carried. 

Reference  was  then  made  by  the  chair- 
man to  the  peculiar  situation  facing  the 
Convention,  for  which  the  rules  of  order 
(lid  not  provide.  This  situation  having 
arisen,  he  felt  it  desirable  to  leave  it  to 
the  Convention  to  decide  whether  they 
would  create  the  position  of  Honorary 
President.  Mr.  Axelson  remarked  that 
his  reason  for  making  the  proposal  was 
that  he  felt  that  President  Wood,  holding 
as  he  did  the  highest  position  in  the  Al- 
berta Wheat  Pool,  this  work  required  one 
hundred  per  cent  of  his  time.  The  dele- 
gate referred  to  the  fact  that  the  President 
had  taken  only  S310.33  from  the  U.F.A. 
for  his  services  last  year,  and  thought 
it  desirable  to  have  a  President  at 
$4,000  a  year  to  concentrate  on  the  U.F.A. 

A  voice  from  the  floor  asked  what  the 
office  of  Honorary  President  would  in- 
volve, the  chairman  answering  that  a 
man  who  held  such  an  office  was  a 
figurehead.  Mr.  Axelson  then  said  that 
the  plan  he  proposed  was  intended  as 
"the  most  polite  way  in  which  you  can 
retire  any  person." 

Mr.  Miller  declared  amid  loud  cheers 
"Mr.  Wood  is  the  best  man  who  has 
ever  been  President  of  the  U.F.A.,  and 
we  are  quite  well  content  with  his  services 
at  the  present  time.  ' 

Then  the  chairman  called  for  a  vote 
on  the  amendment,  which  was  carried 
ivith  much  enthusiasm,  and  it  was  noted 


that  there  were  only  three  or  four  oppos- 
ing votes.  The  amended  resolution  was 
put  and  carried,  w'ith  about  the  same 
number  opposing. 

President  Wood  Speaks 

As  President  Wood  came  to  the  plat- 
form, he  was  greeted  with  general  cheers. 

"I  get  one  satisfaction  out  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, at  least,"  he  said  smiling,  "I 
believe  this  is  the  fourteenth  time  I  have 
been  elected  (applause).  But  I  have  had 
a  new  experience  in  the  method  of 
election.  It  is  unique,  and  I  presume 
logical.    Anyhow,  it  is  unique. 

"Now  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  especially 
pleased  at  being  elected  President.  The 
fact  of  the  business  is  there  was  a  good 
deal  more  logic  in  some  of  the  th  nge  Mr. 
Axelson  said  than  I  have  heard  n  some 
of  the  speeches  he  has  made  at  other 
times.  I  have  got  plenty  of  work  to  do 
in  a  position  where  I  am  supposed  to  work 
and  deliver  the  goods.  The  one  reason 
that  I  accept  this  position  is  because 
I  believe — ^and  if  I  didn't  believe  this 
I  would  not  accept  it — 'I  believe  that 
you  have  done  this  with  the  one  idea  in 
your  mind  of  doing  the  best  thing  for 
the  organization.  (Hear,  Hear).  Now, 
when  you  can  relieve  me  of  this  responsi- 
bility on  exactly  the  same  ground,  I  will 
be  just  as  pleased  as  Mr.  Axelson. 

"What  was  the  remuneration  that  I 
have  received  this  time,  Mr.  Axelson? 
(Mr.  Axelson:  $300.)  Well,  I  think 
perhaps  I  have  earned  it;  but  I  think 
you  have  paid  me — I  am  satisfied  with 
the  remuneration.  So  if  you  are  satisfied 
I  am  satisfied.  I  don't  know  whether 
it  will  be  that  much  this  year  or  not,  but 
I  am  going  to  give  you  the  best  service 
I  can  under  the  circumstances.  And 
that  doesn't  mean  that  I  am  going  to  do 
much  running  around  over  the  Province 
talking  to  you. 

Much  Talk  Not  Needed 

"Your  job  requires  work  and  you  are 
the  people  that  have  to  do  that  work. 
And  you  don't  need  much  of  my  talk  or 
much  of  anybody  else's;  though  I  would 
like  to  visit  your  Locals  and  your  con- 
stituency meetings  and  confer  with  you 
on  matters  of  importance  very  much 
more  than  I  will  be  able  to  do.  I  will 
do  the  best  I  can. 

"Now  I  sat  here  last  night  and  listened 
to  that  magnificent  address  of — to  be 
perfectly  safe  I  will  say  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  women  living,  Mrs.  Parlby. 
And  I  thought,  if  she  would  just  wind 
up  that  address  in  regard  to  the  magnifi- 
cent efforts  in  Denmark  with  this  state- 
ment: 'The  farmers  of  Alberta  through 
the  machinery  of  their  organization,  can 
do  just  as  much  and  more  than  Denmark 
has  done,'  she  would  have  made  the  best 
address  that  was  ever  made  to  the 
farmers  of  Alberta  in  their  history. 
(Cheers). 

"Ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  is  what 
you  can  do.  That  can  be  done;  you  can 
do  it.  The  Government  cannot  do  it. 
the  Wheat  Pool  cannot  do  it;  but  the 
members  of  the  Locals  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  can  do  it.  The 
work  is  before  you.  Now  the  unfortunate 
position  that  I  am  in  in  regard  to  the 
U.F.A.  is  that  I  have  got  a  working  job 
myself — not  a  talking  job,  but  a  working 
job.  And  I  don't  think  there  is  a  joo 
on  the  American  continent  where  there 
is  more  involved  than  there  is  in  the 
working  job  that  I  hold.  (Hear,  Hear) 
Now  in  the  interests  of  the  organized 
farmers  of  Alberta,  of  Western  Canada, 
and  the  world,  I  am  going  to  make  the 
best  contribution  to  that  job  that  I  can, 
and  I  am  going  to  do  the  best  I  can  in  the 


osition  to  which  you  have  elected  me. 
am  going  to  do  the  best  I  can  under 
the  circumstances.  And  I  want  to  re- 
peat that  when  you  can  elect  my  suc- 
cessor in  the  best  interests  of  this  organ- 
ization, I  will  be  as  well  pleased  as  any 
man  in  this  organization,  not  excepting 
again  Mr.  Axelson.  Thank  you."  (Ap- 
ia use). 

Vice-President  Re-elected 

At  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session, 
Mr.  Gardiner,  from  the  chair,  called  for 
nominations  for  the  office  of  Vice-Presi- 
dent. The  names  of  Mr.  Scholefield 
and  Mr.  Aitken  were  placed  in  nomina- 
tion from  the  body  of  the  auditorium. 

Mr.  Aitken  immediately  withdrew, 
stating  that  he  appreciated  the  honor 
very  much,  but  that  having  worked  on 
the  Board  with  Mr.  Scholefield,  he  did 
not  believe  it  would  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  Association  to  make  any  change 
in  the  Vice-Presidency.  He  did  not  know 
of  anyone  who  could  handle  the  position 
more  efficiently  than  Mr.  Scholefield 
had  been  handling  it. 

Upon  being  declared  elected  by  ac- 
clamation, Mr.  Scholefield  was  received 
with  cheers.  He  expressed  himself  as 
deeply  conscious  of  the  signal  honor  that 
had  been  conferred  upon  him.  It  was 
not  only  an  honor;  it  was  a  command  to 
service  to  the  Association.  He  would 
endeavor  at  all  times  to  give  the  utmost 
service  possible  to  the  Association  "that 
we  are  all  planning  for,  and  all  love  and 
believe  in,  and  I  hope  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  give  better  service  than  I  have 
before.  I  may  say  that  that  service  will 
have  the  help  of  our  revered  President, 
and  I  am  sure  it  will  have  in  the  future, 
as  it  has  in  the  past,  the  guidance  and 
the  forbearance  of  the  full  Board  and 
Executive  of  this  Association." 

Continued  in  Next  Isscs 

 o  

LIVESTOCK  SHIPMENTS 
Livestock  shipments  for  1928  from 
points  along  the  Lethbridge  railway 
division  show  a  healthy  increase  over  the 
movement  in  1927  and  emphasize  the 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  industry 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  Province. 
Figures  compiled  show  that  total  ship- 
ments in  1928  reached  194,868  as  com- 
pared with  174,954  for  1927.  Increases 
are  noted  in  the  shipments  of  horses, 
sheep  and  hogs  and  while  the  movement 
of  cattle  has  been  lighter,  the  returns  to 
the  shippers  show  a  gain  over  the  previous 
year.  This  situation  is  reflected  in  a 
marked  tendency  on  the  part  of  many  of 
the  large  ranchers  to  increase  their  hold- 
ings of  cattle  in  view  of  the  promising 
condition  of  the  market  for  this  class 
of  stock. 

A  gain  which  is  noted  in  the  sheep 
shipments  is  accounted  for  by  the  dis- 
tribution of  large  numbers  of  breeding 
ewes  to  farms  in  other  parts  of  the 
Province.  Wool  production  in  this 
section  for  the  past  season  is  estimated 
at  $2,000,000,  very  satisfactory  re- 
turns having  been  received  by  the 
growers. 

 0  ■ — 

SETTLERS  VERMILION  DISTRICT 

Some  200  families  will  be  brought  out 
this  year  to  the  Vermilion  district  under 
the  Hudson's  Bay  and  C.P.R.  Land 
Settlement  scheme,  it  is  announced  by 
E.  H.  Gamble,  Canadian  Manager,  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  Overseas  Settle- 
ment, Ltd.  The  first  contingent  is  ex- 
pected to  arrive  about  March  15th  and 
the  remainder  will  be  distributed  over 
the  following  spring  months. 
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(Continued  from  page  3) 

deeply  rooted  conservatism  in  many  quarters  in  respect 
to  educational  problems.  Time  may  be  required  to 
accustom  those  concerned  to  the  novelties  which  the 
scheme  contains — novelties,  that  is  to  say,  in  Alberta, 
though  they  are  not  novelties  in  the  British  Empire. 

It  seems  very  probable  that  when  the  tumult  and 
the  shouting  die,  there  will  be  found  a  great  majority 
of  rural  people  convinced  of  the  desirability  of  adopting, 
in  its  broad  outhnes,  the  scheme  which  is  the  result  of 
several  years'  study  of  rural  Alberta's  educational  needs. 

*    *  * 

FINANCING  SOCIAL  LEGISLATION 

There  are  at  least  some  of  the  principles  upon  which 
the  famous  Lloyd  George  Budget  of  1910  was  based 
whose  application  in  the  financing  of  social  legislation 
in  Alberta,  as  well  as  to  other  enterprises,  may  be  worthy 
of  consideration. 

One  of  these  principles  is  that  in  a  civihzation 
in  which  the  gulf  between  the  average  citizen's  con- 
dition and  that  of  the  comparative  few  who  amass 
fortunes  is  constantly  widening  (as  unquestionably  it  is 
today  in  Alberta's  urban  centres),  the  larger  fortunes 
should  bear,  proportionately,  a  larger  share  of  taxation 
than  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  average  condition. 

The  principle  is,  of  course,  not  new.  It  was  recog- 
nized by  Adam  Smith  that  a  citizen's  payments  into 
the  public  treasury  should  be  proportionate  to  his 
ability  to  bear  taxation.  Some  arguments  have  been 
advanced  against  it  chiefly  in  the  financial  press,  which 
is  the  custodian  of  the  interests  of  super-wealth. 

What  Lloyd  George  did  was  to  apply  the  principle 
in  a  very  definite  way  for  the  financing  of  social  legisla- 
tion including  pensions.  Although  there  may  be  criticism 
in  detail,  the  broad  basis  of  Lloyd  George's  pensions 
legislation  is  now  accepted  by  all  parties,  and  even  today 


when  in  Britain  pensions  have  become  in  part  contribu- 
tory, state  taxation  which  provides  a  share  of  the  cost 
of  social  as  well  as  other  services  is  raised  substantially 
in  the  old  manner. 

There  is  no  Piovincial  income  tax,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  devise  in  this  Province  methods  of  taxation  which 
are  as  completely  equitable.  But  it  may  be  worth 
while,  nevertheless,  to  keep  this  principle  in  mind. 

*  *  * 

THE  KELLOGG  PACT 

{New  Leader,  London,  Eng.) 
It  is  interesting  to  find  that  a  strong  section  of  the 
Senate  (of  the  United  States)  takes  the  view  which  we 
have  expressed  in  these  columns,  that  the  Kellogg  Pact, 
so  far  from  outlawing  war,  actually  legalizes  it  in  those 
spheres  where  it  is  hkely  to  arise.  Senator  Moses  en- 
dorsed the  opinion  of  Prof.  Borchard,  of  Yale,  that  the 
treaty,  in  fact  and  in  law,  is  no  more  than  a  "solemn 
sanction  for  all  wars  mentioned  in  the  exceptions  and 
quahfications"  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  the  othei 
powers. 

*  *  * 

PUBLIC  OWNERSHIP  IN  CANADA 

{Toronto  Globe) 
In  Canada  the  public  ownership  of  pubhc  utihties  has 
worked  out  most  satisfactorily.  The  Canadian  National 
Railways  have  effected  probably  greater  improvements 
than  any  other  railway  system  in  the  world — and  in  spite 
of  the  millstone  of  mistakes  inheiited  from  private 
mismanagement. 

*  *  * 

As  announced  in  our  last  issue  The  U.F.A.  will 
be  published  weekly  during  the  session  of  the  Alberta 
Legislature.  The  advertising  will  be  carried  as  usual 
in  the  issues  published  at  the  beginning  and  middle  of 
each  month. 


Principle  of  Proposed  New  School  Act  Approved  by 

U.F.A.  Convention 


Flat  Mill  Rate  for  Province  is  Recommended,  After  Keen  Discussion,  by  206  Votes  to  161- 

— The  Matter  of  Taxation 


-Minister  Answers  Many  Questions 


By  a  vote  of  206  to  161,  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.F.A.,  on  January 
16th,  expressed  hearty  approval  of  the  principle  of  the  proposed  changes  in 
the  rural  school  system  of  the  Province  as  outhned  by  the  Minister  of  Eedu- 
cation,  and  stated  further,  that  "in  the  raising  of  funds  for  educational  pur- 
poses as  proposed,  we  believe  that  the  rural  school  areas  of  the  entire  Province 
should  be  grouped  into  one  district,  having  a  flat  mill  rate  on  assessed  valua- 
tion and  one  salary  schedule  for  teachers,  based  upon  qualifications  and 
experience." 

The  adoption  of  the  resolution  followed 
a  lengthy  debate,  in  which  a  greater  num- 
ber of  delegates  participated,  pro  and 
con,  than  in  any  other  debate  of  the 
week.  It  served  to  bring  to  their  feet 
many  who  had  never  spoken  before,  but 
who,  upon  a  matter  which  touches  so 
closely  every  rural  community,  had 
strong  and  definite  opinions.  Their  nat- 
ural diffidence  and  reluctance  to  face  a 
large  audience  having  been  overcome, 
some  of  the  least  self-assertive  delegates 
participated  in  consequence  with  greater 
freedom  in  the  later  debates  of  the  Con- 
vention. This  one  keen  debate  on  the 
second  day  thus  had  the  effect  of  increas- 
ing greatly  the  value  of  all  subsequent 
proceedings. 

Ladies  Show  Keen  Interest 

The  afternoon  session,  when  most  of 
the  debating  took  place,  was  presided  over 


by  H.  Critchlow,  and  Perren  Baker, 
Minister  of  Education,  who  was  on  the 
platform,  answered  a  number  of  questions, 
and  towards  the  close  of  the  afternoon 
was  invited  to  speak.  The  address  he 
then  gave  covered  the  main  principles  of 
the  bill  as  outlined  in  The  U.F.A.,  and 
in  a  pamphlet  which  has  been  distributed 
to  school  trustees,  and  it  overcame  the 
objections  of  many  delegates  and  ensured 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  after  con- 
siderable further  discussion.  Incidentally, 
most  of  the  ladies  in  the  Convention,  for 
whom  a  reception  at  Government  House 
had  been  planned,  during  the  afternoon, 
showed  their  intense  interest  in  the  ques- 
tion and  their  determination  to  allow 
nothing  to  interfere  with  their  duty  to 
their  Locals  in  this  matter,  by  remaining 
in  the  Convention  hall  until  the  adjourn- 
ment at  6  p.m.    Some  of  the  most  effec- 


tive speeches  were  made  by  these  dele- 
gates. 

H.  W.  Leonard,  who  strongly  supported 
the  bill,  congratulated  the  Minister  on 
his  courage  in  taking  a  step  which  all 
who  had  the  best  interests  of  education 
at  heart  would,  he  thought,  after  full 
consideration,  recognize  as  a  step  forward. 

Jos.  Porter^  of  Conrich,  who  came  from 
a  well-estabhshed  school  district  organ- 
ized 26  years  ago,  thought  it  would  be 
unfair  to  sweep  away  the  older  districts 
which  were  in  similar  case. 

Answering  a  question,  Mr.  Baker  said 
that  he  proposed,  in  his  bill,  to  provide 
for  one  taxing  area  for  the  rural  schools 
for  the  whole  Province.  Consolidated, 
town  or  village  schools  would  not  be  in- 
cluded under  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Efficiency  Prime  Consideration 

"I  have  been  terribly  disappointed  that 
the  only  question  raised  here  today  is  the 
question  of  taxation,"  said  \irs.  R. 
Clarke  Fraser.  "That  is  important,  but 
efficiency  is  more  important.  More 
money  is  spent  in  this  Province  in  foolish- 
ness than  would  educate  all  the  children 
and  carry  out  this  scheme  ten  times  over, 
if  we  went  after  it  sensibly.  I  am  ready 
to  admit  that  we  have  the  best  course  of 
study   in   Canada.    I   have   had  cverv 


16  (144)   THE    U.  F.  A  


opportunity  of  testing  it.  But  I  do  not 
think  that  the  school,  orp-anized  as  we 
have  it,  is  meeting  the  interests  of  the 
people  today.  We  are  simply  educating 
our  people  to  go  to  the  city.  We  cannot 
keep  our  young  people  in  the  rural  schools 
where  we  ought  to  have  them.  What  is 
the  use  of  educating  one  little  district 
in  Alberta  and  letting  many  others  go 
without  education?  We  should  have 
equal  rights  for  every  child  in  this  Prov- 
ince. Under  this  system  there  will  be 
no  hardship  to  any  district." 

Mrs.  Eraser  went  on  to  say  that  a 
scheme  M'as  badly  needed  whereby  teach- 
ers could  be  promoted  naturally.  "What 
inducement  is  there  today,"  she  asked, 
"for  any  teacher  in  the  rural  districts  to 
sta,y  in  the  profession?  A  teacher  just 
out  of  Normal  can  demand  the  same  salary 
as  the  one  with  ten  or  twelve  years'  ex- 
perience. Some  man  said  that  the  teach- 
ers have  hot  been  selected  properly.  But 
could  it  be  otherwise  under  the  present 
system?  Some  distri''ts,  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  a  teacher,  will  give  her  a  good 
recommendation.  Under  the  new  scheme 
there  will  be  competent  people  to  make 
the  selection.  .  .  .  The  public  school 
teacher  goes  today  into  the  rural  district 
feeling  almost  inspired.  She  intends  to 
do  marvellous  work.  But  when  she  goes 
out,  whom  has  she  to  turn  to?  The  in- 
spector cannot  come  often  enough,  and 
tne  trustees  don't  know.  What  is  the 
result?  That  girl,  after  trying  for  a  short 
time,  simply  drops  out.  _  Now,  _  if  she 
has  supervision  instead  of  inspection,  the 
supervisor  will  know  where  she  stands, 
what  her  weakness  is,  and  she  -will  have 
some  person  to  turn  to  in  times  of  diffi- 
culty." It  was  nice  to  be  able  to  take 
a  child  into  the  city,  where  they  could 
learn  art  and  music  and  domestic  science 
and  manual  training,  but  "in  spite  of 
that  I  would  not  change  my  rural  school, 
if  it  were  properly  conducted." 

On  motion  from  the  floor,  Mr.  Baker 
was  called  on  and  explained  the  principles 
of  his  proposed  bill  in  detail. 

Assets  Undisturbed 

Mr.  Egger:  "In  the  case  of  a  rural 
school  district  having  paid  all  its  indebt- 
edness and  having  assets,  that  asset  will 
not  be  disturbed?" 

Mr.  Baker:  "Quite  right.  Assets  and 
liabilities  rest  right  where  they  are  now." 

Mr.  Baker  explained  that  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  superintendent  should  be 
appointed  by  the  Government,  as  the 
inspector  is  now,  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  at  present.  He  thought  the  two 
supervisors  should  be  appointed  in  the 
same  way  and  paid  out  of  Government 
grants  accruing  to  the  general  teacher 
fund. 

Satisfaction  for  Local  People 

Mr.  Baker  said  he  believed  the  divi- 
sional board  under  the  new  scheme  would 
be  just  as  an.xious  to  satisfy  local  people 
as  to  their  teacher,  as  these  people  were 
themselves;  the  superintendent  could  not 
afford  to  antagonize  his  own  school  dis- 
tricts. If  the  local  district  or  the  teacher 
did  not  agree  with  the  recommendation 
proposed  by  the  superintendent,  repre- 
sentations should  be  made  to  the  edu- 
cational board,  which  upon  a  definite 
date  would  fix  the  teachers'  slate  for  the 
coming  term.  If  the  local  people  had  a 
teacher  they  would  like  to  keep,  there 
seemed  no  reason  why  they  would  not 
be  able  to  do  so. 

Increase  of  |  Mill 

Asked  by  a  delegate  who  said  it  now 
cost  approximately  $1600  for  a  one-room 
school,  how  much  the  cost  would  be  in- 
creased  under   the   new   scheme,  Mr. 


Baker  said  he  did  not  think  the  average 
would  be  higher  than  that.  A  lot  had 
been  said  about  the  taxes  being  doubled 
and  trebled,  and  the  Province  "just 
sunk.''  Practically  the  only  increase  in 
cost,  in  fact,  would  be  for  the  added 
supervision.  Salary  and  expenses  for  40 
supervisors  would  average  about  $3,000 — 
a  total  of  $120,000.  If  certain  schools 
now  running  eight  months  or  less  ran 
full  time,  there  would  be  further  cost. 
Based  on  the  average  salary  now  paid  for 
rural  teachers,  the  cost  all  told  was  esti- 
mated at  $200,000  more  than  now,  or 
less  than  three-fourths  of  a  mill. 

Local  school  boards  would  have  the 
same  responsibility  and  control  as  now  of 
all  matters  except  appointment  and 
salaries  of  teachers. 

As  to  gettin'?  rid  of  unsatisfactory 
teachers,  the  Minister  thought  that  if 
there  were  anythins  like  unanimity,  this 
could  be  done  as  easily  under  the  new  as 
under  the  present  conditions. 

The  salary  schedule  in  each  division 
would  be  set  by  the  general  board,  on  the 
basis  of  academic  attainment,  efficiency 
and  experience,  and  the  cheque  would  go 
out  from  the  office  of  the  general  board 
each  month.  The  salary  a  teacher  re- 
ceived would  depend  not  on  the  place 
where  the  teacher  was,  but  on  her  place 
on  the  schedule. 

If  a  plebiscite  should  be  found  wise 
and  necessary  before  the  new  8''heme  was 
made  effective,  Mr.  Paker  said  he. would 
not  object,  but  "a  plebis-^ite  when  there 
is  not  an  election  is  a  costly  matter;  and 
a  plebiscite  when  there  is  an  election  is  a 
nuisance." 

The  divisional  board,  he  thought, 
should  be  remunerated  on  a  basis  of  per 
diem  allowance  and  mileage. 

The  Minister  pointed  out  that  the  ten- 
dency of  the  new  scheme  would  be  to  lessen 
the  freedom  of  the  teacher  in  moving 
from  year  to  year,  while  in  districts  so 
heavily  burdened  today  to  carry  on  7  or 
8  months,  where  there  was  no  money  to 
provide  salaries  or  good  buildings  or 
equipment,  it  would  be  possible  to  make 
positions  more  attractive  to  teachers 
under  the  new  scheme. 

Supervisors  would  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  superintendent,  who  would  be 
jointly  responsible  to  the  divisional  board 
and  the  Department,  authority  resting 
with  the  Minister.  It  would  be  necessary 
to  send  an  inspector  from  outside  to 
investigate  complaints. 

High  School  Tuition 

Mr.  Baker  said  the  local  district  would 
be  relieved  of  any  tuition  fee  for  hish 
schools.  Pupils  who  naturally  should 
attend  town  or  village  schools  would  re- 
ceive authorization  from  the  superintend- 
ent. A  fee  would  be  paid  out  of  the 
general  fund  based  on  the  cost  of  the 
service  given. 

Mr.  Ewing  thought  the  local  school 
board  should  have  some  control,  while 
Mr.  Rafn  remarked  that  a  system  whereby 
the  teachers  could  be  graded  was  highly 
desirable.  More  service  was  being  de- 
manded, and  it  had  got  to  be  paid  for. 
Mr.  Wingate  opposed  the  resolution. 

During  the  discussion,  an  amendment 
to  delete  the  second  clause  in  the  resolu- 
tion, calling  for  a  fiat  mill  rate  for  the 
entire  Province,  was  lost  and  the  main 
motion  carried,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  that  we  heartily  approve 

the  principle  of  the  proposed  changes 

in  the  Rural  School  System  of  this 

Province  as  outlined  by  the  Minister 

of  Education  and 

Further,  that  in  the  raising  of  the 

funds   for   educational   purposes  as 
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proposed,  we  believe  that  the  Rural 
School  areas  of  the  entire  ProvincA 
should  be  grouped  into  one  district 
having  a  flat  mill  rate  on  assesse't 
valuation  and  one  salary  schedule  fo- 
teachers,  based  upon  qualifications  and 
experience. 

Various  amendments  in  addition  to  the 
one  voted  on  had  been  offered,  but  either 
failed  to  be  seconded,  or  were  ruled  out 
of  order. 

 o  

THRESHERS'  RETURNS 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  desires  to 
draw  the  attention  of  threshermen 
throughout  the  Province  to  the  condi- 
tions under  which  threshing  permits  are 
issued  by  the  Department.  Each  regis- 
tered machine  owner  is  sent  a  license  for 
the  season,  accompanied  by  a  blank 
form  on  which  he  is  required  to  make  a 
return  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
showing  the  number  of  acres  and  the 
number  of  bushels  threshed  during  the 
season. 

Up  to  the  present  time  a  consider 
number  of  threshermen  have  not  c 
plied  with  this  reorulation  and  it  is  poi: 
out  that  complete  returns  of  this  k. 
provide  the  only  basis  on  which  a  defini. 
statement   can   be  issued   showing  th.~ 
total  and  average  yield  of  the  various 
grains  produced  each  year  in  the  Province. 
In  the  absence  of  this  definite  informatioT- 
the   Department  is  in  the  position  o. 
havina:  to  accept  estimated  figures  com- 
piled in  other  ways.    For  this  reason  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  accept  the 
estimated  figures  for  the  present  year's 
grain  yields  compiled  and  issued  by  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. '  An  ap- 
peal, therefore,  is  made  to  threshermen 
and  farmers  throughout  the  Province  to 
co-operate  with  the  Department  in  mak- 
ing available  the  fullest  possible  informa- 
tion whirh  will  be  of  assistance  in  this 
connection. 

 o  

The  Bell  Telephone  Bill 

( Toronto  Star) 

The  bill  to  increase  Bell  Telephone 
capital  is  again  to  come  before  Parliament. 
The  main  issue  with  regard  to  that  mea- 
sure is  the  same  which  arose  when  an 
increase  in  capitalization  was  sought  by 
the  Consumers'  Gas  Company:  Are  share- 
holders to  cut  a  "melon"  at  the  expense 
of  customers? 

The  authorized  share  capital  of  the  Bell 
Telephone  Companv  is  at  present  $75,- 
000,000,  V  ith  something  under  $10,000,000 
still  to  be  issued.  The  company  asks  that 
this  capital  be  increased  to  $150,000,000. 
On  the  par  value  of  the  additional  capitali- 
zation the  company's  customers,  old  and 
new,  will  have  to  furnish  an  8  per  cent, 
dividend. 

That  being  the  case,  a  number  of 
Questions  may  reasonably  be  asked:  _  Is 
the  proposed  additional  capitalization 
excessive?  Is  it  to  be  secured  in  the 
cheapest  market?  Would  it  be  cheaper 
to  provide  part  of  the  new  capital  by 
increasing  the  present  bond  issue  of 
$40,000,000  instead  of  issuing  new  stock? 

Premier  Ferguson  protected  Toronto  in 
the  Consumers'  Gas  Company  case  by 
providing  that  new  stock  shall  be  sold  in 
the  open  market  instead  of  being  issued 
to  existing  shareholders  as  a  "melon." 
The  public  must  have  the  same  assurance 
from  Ottawa  with  ren^ard  to  Bell  Tele- 
phone stock.  If  the  bill,  as  reintroduced 
this  year,  does  not  protect  Bell  Telephone 
customers  against  a  melon-cutting  for 
Pell  Telephone  shareholders,  Parliament 
should  amend  it. 
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